
 

Project La Ceiba (new clinic) and Project Rio Viejo (bridge) 

There is no way we can fund a new medical clinic and a bridge with brat fries. The clinic we hope to build will cost 

somewhere between $20,000 and $40,000. The bridge will probably cost double that amount. The average brat fry 

brings in around $450. So all we have to do is, taking the average, hold 200 brat fries. I’ll run over to the Pig today and 

schedule them in.  

When you look at what we’re trying to do, it seems crazy. When we finished our clinic in Toncontin, we had spent 

around $18,000 to $20,000 to take two old buildings, well on their way to crumbling back to dust, which essentially is 

what they are made from, and turn them into an operating medical clinic and support building. They existed, and we just 

brought them back to life, and made them what they were meant to be. Today they operate three days a week, and the 

Bishop has asked us to expand the buildings. 

 

 

 

Two weeks ago  I received a group of ten, no eleven (one of the files was corrupt) engineering plans and cost breakdown 

for the clinic from Bishop Lenihan, who had begged a parishioner to help give us some idea of the type of clinic he 

envisions would be suitable for a community. This will be different; this clinic will be constructed from the ground up. 

The parishioner met with an engineer who had developed a clinic for a small city two hours by car from the site on 

which he wishes us to build the new clinic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Lenihan wrote the following letter thanking us for our desire to build the 

medical clinic for the people of Honduras . They had a clinic, but it was made out of 

bamboo with a dirt floor. There was no way to reach any level of sterilization or to 

secure the medicines and equipment. They are now without any medical help they 

can afford. DEAR DAVE THIS IS THE DESIGN FOR THE CLINIC IN MEZAPA, THE SAME 

DESIGN WILL SERVE FOR THE CLINIC WE HOPE TO BUILD HERE IN LA CEIBA. I HAVE 

BEEN AWAY ON HOLIDAYS FOR THE BEST PART OF A MONTH AND ALSO AWAY FOR 

OTHER COMMITMENTS. THANKS FOR ALL THAT YOU ARE DOING AND HAVE DONE 

FOR OUR DIOCESE. THINGS MOVE SLOWLY HERE BUT AT LEAST THEY ARE MOVING. I 

WILL REPLY TO YOUR LAST LETTER TOMORROW. I HAVE NOT SEEN HEYSA FOR A 

WHILE ALTHOUGH WE DO COMUNICATE BY TELEPHONE.    WITH GRATITUDE, ¿MIGUEL. (Bishop of La Ceiba) 



Communities along the 
Cangrejal River System. 

Location where bridge is needed. 

         Project Plan for bridge development 

One week ago, I received an email from the engineer who wants to help us with the bridge. If you remember, Toncontin 

is one of about 35 villages along a river system called La Cuenca Cangrejal. On the next page you can see most of the 35 

villages (black dots). When we had a short, hard rain, the river was impassable for about ten hours. During times of the 

year when they get extended rains, this section of the river is impassable for up to a week. Seventeen of the villages 

cannot get up to the city where the market is where they sell their produce and wares. The villages on the other side 

cannot get to the clinic. A relatively small bridge will solve this problem. 

 

 

I will try to post this paper on our church’s bulletin website, and will provide a link so all letters and emails from the field 

are available. For all you computer savvy people out there, you can then just expand these pictures to see them more 

clearly, and read the project plan for the bridge. For all you without computers, I will provide a copy of the project plan 

at each main wing.  

So, let’s see. Build a new clinic from the ground up, and supply it with most of the equipment and supplies needed to 

make it operational. Build a bridge that will make it possible for all the people to travel where and when it wasn’t 

possible before. Both projects will make a huge difference in the lives of approximately 40,000 people. Cost is 

somewhere between $70,000 to $100,000. Impossible, right????? 

Looking back, when the Human Concerns committee started, it was run by a class of 9th grade students. President, vice 

president, secretary, and treasurer-all ninth graders. I have to say there was adult influences (I’d rather say “guidance”) 

for most of the decisions, but what was truly remarkable was these kids didn’t preconceive the problems, so there was 

nothing but a positive push, and when problems arrived, they handled them one at a time until they were solved.   

I truly believe, if we had students organizing and running the project, it would get done sooner and cheaper. I’ve said 

this before, to ears that were unwilling to listen. Give these kids ownership and they will fly with it. 

In the meantime, I am begging you all for your support. Donations from Devine Savior hospital in Portage and West Allis 

Memorial (Aurora) in West Allis have been extremely generous.  So much so, that we are loaded to the gills with hospital 

equipment and furniture. There are 6 hospitals between the port city of Puerto Cortes in which our shipments are 

offloaded, and to our area of help in and around the city of La Ceiba. To help our contact in Honduras who clears our 

containers through customs, we are sending a container of excess hospital equipment to him which is badly needed in 

his home community. David Holton, Coordinator of the Salvatorian Mission Warehouse has offered to provide a 

container, pay for the shipping, and do all the associated paperwork.---WE NEED YOUR HELP LOADING AND 

PACKING THE CONTAINER TUESDAY (SEPTEMBER 15TH) AFTERNOON AND EVENING, AND ALL 

DAY WEDNESDAY (8AM TO 9PM). Thursday morning the container will begin its journey. Please put us on your 

calendar.  And please, keep the school supplies and donations of good used clothes and cash donations coming!!!! 


