
As part of this Year of Mercy, each month we will be taking a closer look at the 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and how we can apply them to our lives. 
The Spiritual Works of Mercy have long been a part of the Christian tradition, 

appearing in the works of theologians and spiritual writers throughout history.  

Just as Jesus attended to the spiritual well-being of those he ministered to, these 

Spiritual Works of Mercy guide us to help our neighbor in their spiritual needs. 

November 2016 ~ The Spiritual Work of Mercy 

Pray for the Living and the Dead 
 

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy  
Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary jubilee, a Holy Year of 

Mercy for the entire Church. This year of Mercy began on December 

8, 2015 and will end on November 20, 2016.  

 
During this year, we are asked to pray with, reflect upon, and live out 
the virtue of mercy as disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you 
can do this is by learning more about the Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy and living them out in your life.  
  

 Pope Francis writes: “It is absolutely essential for the Church and for 

the credibility of her message that she herself live and testify to 

mercy.” Mercy, he says, is “the beating heart of the Gospel” 

(Misericordiae Vultus). To live mercy, we must rediscover both the 

spiritual works of mercy and the corporal works of mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the Living and the Dead 
The Spiritual Work of Mercy, "To Pray For The Living And The Dead" reminds us that we 

have a mission to pray for others. Since each one of us is a member of the Mystical Body 

of Christ, the Church, each of us has a responsibility to pray for the good of the whole 

Church as well as for those whose lives we personally touch. The idea of praying for the 

living and the dead is connected with the "Communion of Saints" who are all united in 

the three-fold structure of the Church. 

https://www.lasallian.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/year-of-mercy-logo.jpeg


Pray for the Living and the Dead—We should pray for the needs of the Church. This 

means, first of all, to pray for our Holy Father, the Pope, because he carries enormous burdens as the 

Supreme Shepherd of our Church. We can only imagine the tremendous concerns he has for the needs 

of the Church throughout the world! We should also pray for our bishops and for our parish leadership 

and all the priests who minister to us as well as the religious women and men who work for our 

spiritual good.  

Then there are the needs of the world. First and foremost, we should pray for the end of the Culture of 

Death, namely the end of abortion, euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research, infanticide, and all those 

other attacks on the sanctity of life from conception to natural death. Furthermore, we pray for world 

peace, the end of wars, terrorism, and the like. We should pray for world leaders that they be guided by 

principles of justice and peace. Furthermore, we remember those who are victims of tragedies and 

poverty and all forms of human suffering.  

Finally, we pray for the spiritual needs of people. Primary among them is the prayer for the conversion 

of sinners and especially for the dying, that God will grant the grace of a happy death and a merciful 

judgment. We can pray for the spread of Eucharistic devotion, for the work of evangelization and the 

renewal of Catholic piety, especially the renewal of the sacrament of confession which has been 

neglected in our time. 

 

Ideas on how to Pray for the Living and the Dead 

*Attend Mass  

*Pray the Rosary 

*Participate in a vigil service for the unborn 

*Sacrifice or give up something for a specific reason or person 

*Make time to be present before the Blessed Sacrament through Adoration 

*Pray as a family 

*Pray for others and yourself 

 

When we pray we need to come to God with a faithful and confident heart! 
 

 

Resources 

www.catholicculture.org 
www.usccb.org 

A Prayer for Souls in 

Purgatory 

Eternal rest grant unto 

them, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon 

them. May the souls of the 

faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. Amen. 

 


