
As part of this Year of Mercy, each month we will be taking a closer look at the Corporal and 

Spiritual Works of Mercy and how we can apply them to our lives. 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy have long been a part of the Christian tradition, appearing in the 

works of theologians and spiritual writers throughout history.  Just as Jesus attended to the 

spiritual well-being of those he ministered to, these Spiritual Works of Mercy guide us to help 

our neighbor in their spiritual needs. 

September 2016 ~ The Spiritual Work of Mercy 

Instruct and Advise 
 

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy  
Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary jubilee, a Holy Year of 

Mercy for the entire Church. This year of Mercy began on December 8, 

2015 and will end on November 20, 2016.  

 
During this year, we are asked to pray with, reflect upon, and live out 
the virtue of mercy as disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy and living them out in your life.  
  

 Pope Francis writes: “It is absolutely essential for the Church and for the 

credibility of her message that she herself live and testify to mercy.” 

Mercy, he says, is “the beating heart of the Gospel” (Misericordiae 

Vultus). To live mercy, we must rediscover both the spiritual works of 

mercy and the corporal works of mercy. 
 

 

 

INSTRUCT  [in-struhkt] 
1. to furnish with knowledge, 

especially by a systematic 
method; teach; train; educate. 

 2. to furnish with orders or directions; 

 

ADVISE [ad-vahyz] 

1.to give counsel to; offer an opinion or 
suggestion as worth following: I advise 
you to be cautious. 
 

2.to recommend as desirable, wise, 
prudent, etc.  
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To  Instruct and Advise:  First, take a look in the mirror. Examine your 

conscience. Do you practice what you preach? Pope Blessed Paul VI rightly 

proclaimed: “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, 

and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.  

       (Beautiful Mercy, Dynamic Cath.) 

 

Why Pope Francis can’t stop talking about 

mercy… and why you shouldn’t either?  

 

Why is “mercy” so important to Pope Francis?    
What do the Scriptures say about mercy? 
What does Jesus say about mercy?  
        There are two things we know from this:  
  Jesus is merciful  
  God the Father is merciful  
Why is mercy important for the credibility of the church? 
 

How should we advise others? 

“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, 
so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone one." 

~Col. 4:6 
  

Think about how Jesus spoke to the 
woman at the well.  He didn’t speak  

to her as a Samaritan woman. 
He didn’t speak to her as one who  

lived with many men. He spoke to her  
as one who thirsted for living water.   

“Everyone who drinks this water 
Will thirst again. 

But, whoever drinks the water I will give 
will never thirst. 

Indeed, the water I give them will 
become in them a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.” 
 

Pope Francis’s guide to evangelization 

1. Don’t be a sourpuss   2. Talk to people who don’t know Jesus 

3. Be patient    4. Don’t teach everything all at once 

5. Go out to the poor  


