
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy  
Pope Francis opened the Holy Door 

(Porta Sancta) at St. Peter’s Basilica in 

the Vatican on December 8, 2015 to 

inaugurate this Extraordinary Jubilee 

of Mercy. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

was also present as were numerous 

others. Pope Francis earlier said “On 

that day, the Holy Door will become a 

Door of Mercy through which anyone 

who enters will experience the love of God who 

consoles, pardons and instills hope.”  (For those who 

do not know, the Holy Door is the northernmost 

entrance to St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican. If you 

have visited the Vatican you probably walked past it. 

After passing through security you walk to the front 

of St. Peters. This is the first door you pass and it is 

closed except during Holy Years.) 
 

There were two reasons given by Pope Francis for 

selecting this particular date. One reason is that this 

date marks the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception. Pope Francis points out that this 

represents God’s action in choosing Mary as the 

mother of man’s Redeemer. A second reason is that 

it represents the 50th anniversary of the closing date 

of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. The 

Church feels a great need to keep this date alive.  
  

To fully appreciate this Jubilee Year of Mercy you 

need to understand that mercy is an integral part of 

the life and devotion of Pope Francis. It shows up 

repeatedly in his homilies, presentations and writing.  

 

 

 

 

It is noteworthy that at his first Mass after his 

election as the Bishop of Rome, at St. Anna in the 

Vatican on Sunday, March 17, 2013, his homily 

mentioned the adulteress whom the scribes and 

Pharisees were about to stone according to the Law 

of Moses. Everyone walked away after Jesus called 

upon those without sin to cast the first stone. He 

then showed her mercy with “Neither do I condemn 

you. Go and from now on do not sin anymore.” 
 

Some of the thoughts of Pope Francis on mercy are 

mind-boggling. In The Name of God is Mercy, Pope 

Francis places God in the position of the father in the 

parable of the prodigal son. He is standing and 

continually watching each of us in the hope that we 

will return to him and ask for his mercy. Consider 

that while we go about our lives from day to day, 

God is continually watching each of us in the hope 

that we will come back to him and ask for His mercy. 
 

In another place, Pope Francis points out that “Jesus 

Christ is the Face of His Father’s Mercy.” He points 

out that the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth was 

one of mercy, not of rules and demands. The rules 

and demands came later from church leaders, not 

from Christ. To begin with, Jesus Christ represents 

the mercy of God in sending His Son to atone for our 

sins. While Jesus Christ was a teacher, much of his 

actions revolved around mercy. He healed the sick, 

fed the hungry, raised the dead to life, forgave 

sinners and even turned water into wine for a 

wedding feast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis encourages us to become pilgrims on a journey of spiritual discovery.  Along 

the way we, as Catholics, follow a pathway leading to a closer relationship with our Creator 

and the very meaning of our existence.  As we travel on our pilgrimage through the year we 

are encouraged to seek the renewing power found in the sacraments, and to share the best 

of our humanity with others through the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.   

July 2016 ~ The Spiritual Work of Mercy 

Admonish Sinners 
 

https://www.lasallian.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/year-of-mercy-logo.jpeg


Admonish Sinners 
“Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”        - 2 Thessalonians 3:15 

 
 
Reflect on the Year of Mercy 
The word sin means to “turn aside, to wander, to err, to  
make a mistake”. The Greek word for sin however, means  
“to miss the mark” and is an ancient archery term where  
we literally miss the target because of an error.  
 
Every day we are given the opportunity to live a virtuous  
life centered on our faith and avoid sin. And yet, we can  
fall into patterns of sin very quickly where we alienate  
ourselves from God’s love. We cannot shoot straight in  
life because of sin and so miss the target which God sets  
before us.  
 
Watching someone we love miss the mark in their life,  
especially our children, can be incredibly painful. How can  
we help those we love when we see them engaged in sin?  
Often times, we have to sit down with them, help them to  
see why they are missing the mark (the sin) and help them  
to center their lives on Christ once again. This is a delicate  
process so praying before, during and after a conversation  
is essential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live the Year of Mercy 
Have you ever been in a situation when 
you see a loved one acting in a sinful 
way? Did you speak to them privately, or 
did you call their behavior into question 
at a large family gathering? It is 
important to remember that when living 
out this spiritual work of mercy, there is 
an appropriate time and place for those 
sorts of conversations. 
 

Pray the Year of Mercy 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong and failing to do 
good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died 
for us. 
In His Name, my God, have mercy. 
Amen 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Resources 
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Catholic Financial Life; Spring 2016 

Pope Francis has the heart of a shepherd and he sees many lost sheep in this world. 
Instead of beating the sheep into submission with his staff, he chooses to lift them up on 
his shoulders and carry them to restful waters. He shows us that if we desire to 
“admonish the sinner” we must first establish a familial relationship and then instruct in 
such a way that heals. 

We may not like this way and we may want something “stronger” and “harsher.” 
However, as we live the Jubilee Year of Mercy, we must realize that God’s ways are not 
always our ways. 


