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I am extremely fortunate enough to be asked to attend frequent gatherings at 
Marquette University concerning our responsibilities towards peace and justice issues at 
home and abroad. As you can imagine, there are many topics, many challenges that are 
presented by some great presenters. One of these gatherings was on the topic of global climate 
change, which has already been presented to us by our own great presenter Joe Zenk in his 
July 26th “Cup O’ Joe”. In it, Joe simplifies the mind-boggling problem of global warming 
into the words from our scriptures that give us clear direction. In the Marquette discussion, 
the solution in more basic terms was to provide the poor with basic needs: give them the 
ability to produce their own food, basic education to allow them to understand and compete in 
this world, and provide them with a means for basic, simple health care to make them fully 
able to make it all possible. The opening statement of their discussion was taken from the 
same encyclical, Laudato Si (On Care for Our Common Home) and included this- 

Action Center Alert::: Follow Pope Francis’ Call to Take 
Action on Climate Change! 

‘Urge Congress to Protect Poor and Vulnerable People from the 
Devastating Effects of Our Changing Global Climate!’ 

The discussion cited data that CRS (Catholic Relief Services) has collected data on many areas 
around the world that stand to be affected by the results of global weather changes. If CRS’s 
research guys are only half right, it was really worrisome. What really caught my attention was 
when they zeroed in on our area of concern, the Congreal river system in Honduras, Central 
America, and the 35 communities that we are helping by building medical clinics to give some 
degree of affordable care. The part of the discussion stated:   

“In Central America, a CRS study shows that small farmers will 

face reduced yields of two principal food crops—maize (corn) and 

frijoles (beans), that could result in widespread hunger.” 

With reductions in these two crops, hunger in our area would indeed spiral upward quickly. 
Nearly all their monies would have to go to purchasing base foods, resulting in the inability to 
purchase medical, educational, and even basic needs such as the materials to make clothing 
and repairs on hand tools. 

  The good news is, we already have a jump-start on making it possible to have the 

resources available, even in the worst of times, for nearly all of these possible situations. By 

completing some current and near future clinic and bridge projects, we are already providing 

the base for basic medical care, and offer future help to insure they will be able to fund their 

own clinic and most other basic needs. I will explain further, but first, a bit of a summary on 

where we are and what we plan to do in the next few years. 



Our medical clinic in Toncontin is operating 3 days per week, offering basic care at one 

fifth the rate local hospitals charge. We have been asked by Bishop Lenihan to address the 

following problems: 

 The clinic needs to be increased in size, as on the three days it is open there are times 

where the clinic is overcrowded. 

 When it rains, many of the villages utilizing the clinic cannot get to it due to a stream 

increasing it’s size to make it too dangerous to cross. It is the only road that provides 

access. 

 Monies that pay for the doctor and medicines are provided by the government. We are 

one of the only clinics that is receiving this money and it could stop at any time. 

 Many areas of Bishop Lenihan’s diocese have needs for their own clinic, as it is 

impossible for those areas to access ours or any other affordable medical help.  

Near-term goals are: 

 Late this month (August, 2015)- To send two or three people to Honduras to survey the 

site on which we will propose building a bridge. We will gather information and costs 

which will be sent to a grant agency who has expressed a desire to help us with this 

project.  

 During this trip, we will also determine any changes necessary for the next clinic, and 

survey the site and meet the people where it is to be built. Costs will also be determined. 

 Discuss with a starting date with Bishop Lenihan for these two projects and methods to 

develop self-sustainability for each clinic’s communities.  

 Middle of next month (September, 2015)- send a container of hospital supplies to our 

contact, Raul Roque, from the Salvatorian Mission Warehouse to him in his home city of 

Puerto Cortes, the port city. Raul Roque is a longtime friend and clears the Mission 

warehouse’s containers through customs. Roque and his family has had a terrible time 

in the last year, and these supplies plus some working capital will secure our ability to 

send supplies to our project area in the future. 

 Now through mid 2016-  Raise money to help our contact, Heysa Orellana. Heysa gave 

up a job to help us with our Toncontin clinic. She has been looking for a job since the 

project was completed in May of last year (2014). She has been offered work in cities far 

away from our work area, but this would not allow her to help her and neighboring 

communities with our future projects. Heysa is one of the only people that speaks 

English and did an incredible job helping us on the last project. Both Bishop Lenihan 

and I feel it would take 2 or 3 people to take her place. We wish to pay her $300/month 

while our projects continue. She is actively looking for work in her area, but even if she 

finds work that will allow her to take time to help us coordinate the many areas needed 

for our work, it would not be near enough to pay the travel, communication, and many 

other costs she would incur on her side while helping us. Heysa travels by bus, and often 

she will have to find places to sleep if our needs cause her to travel to other areas. 

Please, you can immediately help us. We will have two boxes in each Parish-one large one to collect 

school supplies which will be used to fill the empty spaces in our next container, and a smaller secure 

box for funds to “adopt Heysa”.  

Please attend our upcoming meeting 7pm Wednesday, August 12th, 2015 in the Mary 

Queen of Peace room. We will address all of this more fully. All are welcome.  
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