
As part of this Year of Mercy, each month we will be taking a closer look at the 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and how we can apply them to our lives.  
The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the teachings of Jesus and give us a 
model for how we should treat all others, as if they were Christ in disguise. They 
are charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual 
and bodily needs.     

JANUARY 2016  l  The Corporal Works of Mercy 

 Shelter the Homeless 
 

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy Begins 
December 8, 2015, began the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

Pope Francis marked the occasion, which fell on the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception, by opening the Holy Door of St. Peter’s 

Basilica, in Rome. 

“To pass through the Holy Door means to rediscover the infinite 

mercy of the Father who welcomes everyone and goes out 

personally to encounter each of them,” said Pope Francis during 

the December 8 Mass. The Holy Doors normally are covered in 

brick, except for the occasion of a Holy Year, or a Jubilee Year. 

While Jubilee Years usually occur every 25 years (the last being in 

1999 to mark the beginning of the new millennium), Pope Francis 

decided to designate December 8 2015 – November 20, 2016 as 

the Year of Mercy, and because it is not in the usual 25 year period, 

it is called “extraordinary.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Home.  

It plays an important part in our lives.  Have 

you ever wondered where you were going to 

sleep at night?  There are nearly 100 million 

people in the world who have to ask that 

question every day.   
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A Circle of Mercy 
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  Do not judge,  
and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will  
not be condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
 give and it will be given you.  A good measure, pressed down, 
 shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for  
the measure you give will be the measure you get back.   
Luke 6: 36-38 
 
Have you heard the saying, “What goes around comes around”?  It means that the way we act to 
others will eventually be the way they act toward us.  But people usually said it as a way of predicting 
vengeance of some kind of payback for bad behavior.  Jesus is saying something else:  if we are able 
to be merciful, as God is merciful, then we will receive mercy.  We will be forgiven, not condemned.  
The more we give, the more we will receive.   
 
Lord Jesus, when I am tempted to be stingy with forgiveness, remind me that I have received from 
your hand far more than I have been willing to give.   
 

There are many circumstances that could lead to someone becoming a person 

without a home.   There are children and families who are on the move, fleeing from 

war, illness, hunger and impossible living conditions and searching for peace and safety.   

Christ encourages us to go out and meet those without homes, affirming their 

worth and helping them seek a resolution to the challenges they face.   

 Volunteer to help in the upkeep of a homeless shelter.  

 Volunteer to help prepare and serve a meal at a homeless shelter. 

 Chaperone a youth group mission trip and help maintain existing homes and keep 

those in need in their homes. 

 Become a mentor to a foster child. 

 Send a care package with special treats to an orphanage. 

 Donate time or money to organizations that build homes for those who need 

shelter. 

 Make warm blankets and donate them to local shelters 

 Resources 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
Home, Heart, Spirit by Mark Neilsen 

www.usccb.org 


