
The Church teaches us lessons that no human law ever could. Who but the 
Church can teach us to love God and neighbor as we ought? Where else will 
we learn civilizing lessons like the last shall be first, the strong must protect 
the weak, or that our dignity is rooted in the majesty of our divine Creator? 
All of these are things the Church does to shape citizens, to make us the 
kind of men and women capable of living our freedom well.

—From Red, White, Blue, and Catholic by Stephen P. White (826450)
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The  Gospel  rises  above 
crass  political  posturing  

I’m not sure that anyone has ever 
claimed that the Church is not political. 
As long as there are moral implications to 
political decisions, the Church will always 
give guidance to voters and politicians. 
I believe that the quality the Church is 
looking for is to be non-partisan. We 
cannot wed ourselves to party platforms 
or individual candidates. The Gospel rises 
above crass political posturing. Whenever 
the Gospel supports or corrects the 
politics of the day, we must be faithful 
to the teachings of Jesus and call all in 
power to account. 

In fact it is supremely sad that 
some moral issues are even politically 
controversial. When the Church speaks 

up for the unborn or the poor, when  
we try to protect the environment or  
the freedom of religion, it is tragic that 
there is any political opposition at all.

The Church is a prophetic voice to 
our society and has been historically in 
many societies. The goal of influencing 
elections and supporting candidates is 
far too small for the disciples of Christ. 
Our hopes are to evangelize voters, 
leaders, and all people in Gospel values. 
As a priest I am not allowed to endorse 
candidates from the pulpit, but I am 
required by the Church to faithfully 
preach our values, even if they are 
political or unpopular. 
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Monday
AUGUST 15

Assumption of the  
Blessed Virgin 

Mary
Rv 11:19a;  

12:1–6a, 10ab
1 Cor 15:20–27

Lk 1:39–56

Tuesday
AUGUST 16
Weekday
Ez 28:1–10

Mt 19:23–30

Wednesday
AUGUST 17
Weekday
Ez 34:1–11
Mt 20:1–16

Thursday
AUGUST 18
Weekday

Ez 36:23–28
Mt 22:1–14

Friday
AUGUST 19
Weekday
Ez 37:1–14

Mt 22:34–40

Saturday
AUGUST 20
St. Bernard, 

Abbot and Doctor 
of the Church

Ez 43:1–7a
Mt 23:1–12

Sunday
AUGUST 21
Twenty-first 

Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Is 66:18–21
Heb 12:5–7, 11–13

Lk 13:22–30
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