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Parish kicks off new tradition
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Human foosball replaces pig wrestling
BY SAM LUCERO | FOR THE COMPASS

STEPHENSVILLE — The end of pig wrestling at 
St. Patrick Parish’s annual summer festival could 
have spelled the demise of a successful parish so-
cial and fund-raising activity. But the response to 
this dire prediction was 
unanimous from parish 
leaders: when pigs fly.

Rather than fold their 
festival tents, event 
organizers, with the 
assistance of diocesan 
leaders, found a new 
activity to showcase 
at the Aug. 9 summer 
gathering: human foos-
ball with a Nerf-like ball 
resembling a pig.

Indeed, pigs did fly.
The inaugural human 

foosball tournament 
featured 18 teams with 
six players competing 
inside two outdoor pens (foosball tables) created 
using livestock gates and metal bars. Players 
held onto the bars while attempting to kick the 
foam rubber ball into a goal. Two of the 18 teams 
consisted of diocesan employees.

The foosball tournament replaced a controversial 
pig wrestling event that had been held for 44 years.

Last year, a Wisconsin-based animal rights group, 
protested the event and claimed that animal abuse 
took place during the contest, a claim pig wrestling 
organizers denied. Following months of discussion 
between the parish and the diocese, organizers 
decided to move on from the pig wrestling.

“After much prayer and many hours of discus-
sion, we realize that what we had for 44 years in 

the Original Pig Rassle 
was memorable, legal 
and great family fun,” 
the parish noted on 
its website. “We also 
realize that our parish 
and diocesan talents 
could be better spent 
in areas that are less 
controversial. It is with 
great regret that we 
have discontinued the 
Original Pig Rassle. 
We are, however, very 
excited to begin this 
new tradition at St. 
Patrick Parish.”

Deacon Ken Bilgrien, 
pastoral coordinator at St. Patrick Parish, said com-
munity support for the parish picnic, now in its 45th 
year, was important. “We didn’t know” what the 
reaction would be, “but there is something in the air 
that hasn’t been here in the past,” he said.

Our full story appears in the Aug. 14 issue.
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ALLOUEZ — What’s in a name? To Fr. Moses 
Wright, known to friends on Facebook as 
Hierodeacon Moses, it’s his identity as a Byz-
antine monk, given to him when he professed 
his vows on Aug. 15, 1994.

On Aug. 12, Fr. Moses received a notification 
when he logged on to Facebook. He was told he 
had to change his name in order to comply with 
their regulations on authentic identities. Before 
the end of the day, his profile name changed 

from Hierodeacon Moses to his given name, 
Michael Wright. The change did not sit well 
with the monk, who lives at Holy Resurrection 
Monastery in St. Nazianz.

“Well, Facebook finally got my name 
changed!” he wrote. “Facebook has forbidden 
religious names and titles. It’s been going on 
for a while now.” Fr. Moses told The Compass 
in a telephone interview Aug. 13 that very few 
people know him by his given name. “I had to 
go on and explain what happened,” he said. 
“I’ve used that name for 20 years now and most 

people wouldn’t know me by my secular name.”
The Byzantine monk decided he wouldn’t 

wait for Facebook to change its policy. 
Instead, he decided to change his name. On 
Aug. 13, he posted a new announcement:

“Thanks Facebook! After 21 years of using 
my monastic name, and never officially chang-
ing it, today I will petition the State of Wiscon-
sin to ‘OFFICIALLY’ become Monk Moses,” he 
wrote in a post, which received 80 “likes.”

Our full story appears in the Aug. 28 issue.
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In the People of God, by the 
grace of his compassion granted in 
Jesus, many families prove by their 
deeds that death does not have the 
last word: this is a true act of faith. 
Every time a family in mourning — 
even terrible mourning — finds the 
strength to guard the faith and love 
that unite us to those we love, it 
has already prevented death from 
taking everything. 

The darkness of death should 
be confronted with a more intense 
work of love. “My God, lighten 
my darkness!”, is the invocation 
of evening prayer. In the light of 
the Resurrection of the Lord, who 
abandons none of those whom the 
Father entrusted to him, we can 
take the “sting” out of death, we 
can prevent it from poisoning life, 
from rendering vain our love, from 
pushing us into the darkest chasm. 

+ Pope Francis, 
June 17, 2015

September 2015

Monk has answer for Facebook name rule: He officially changes his name
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Members of the Foosball Fillies team, battle the 
Diocesan Dynamos, a team consisting of Green 
Bay diocesan employees, during the inaugural St. 
Patrick Parish human foosball tournament held 
Aug. 9 in Stephensville.



A SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS

It is not easy to be a holy 
family today; life seems to 
be getting busier and busier. 
In many instances, both the 
dad and mom are employed 
and working to make ends 
meet. Many parents are rais-
ing children by themselves 
or in separate households. 
This makes for a very full and 
hectic life. Please make sure 
that you as a parent take the 

time to give your children the best gift of all — 
the gift of a strong faith and prayer life. Faith is 
a gift that will sustain your children through-
out the storms of this life and one which will 
prepare them for the next.

Research confirms that the single most 
important social influence on the religious and 
spiritual lives of children, particularly adolescents, 
is their parents. If we don’t share our faith with 
our children, what will the world share with them 
instead? If we don’t pray for them, with them and 
teach them how to pray, where will they turn in 
difficulty and who will they turn to?

Today, we must make space in our lives for 
Christ. If we give our lives to Christ, he will 

transform our households to become more 
prayerful, more holy and more joyful. Let us 
take comfort in the Holy Family and how they 
lived, for they have much to teach us. The Holy 
Family was not without its struggles! Mary 
and Joseph endured much hardship throughout 
their lives and yet poured themselves out in love 
for Jesus. They worried about Jesus when he 
went missing, only to find him in the temple. As 
parents, you too pour out your love every day 
for your children as you make many sacrifices 
for them and overcome obstacles and trials to-
gether. You also worry about your children but if 
you place your children’s lives under the mantle 
of our Blessed Mother and under the protection 
of St. Joseph, they will help to take care of you 
and your family. Do not be afraid! The Lord is 
with you and the church is with you.

Next month: Keeping Sunday holy.
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 THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

St. Helen and the feast of the Cross

PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1 St. Helen, mother of the Roman 
Emperor Constantine, travelled to 

Jerusalem on pilgrimage in 326 A.D.

2 She had two churches built in Bethle-
hem and in Jerusalem at Calvary.

3 Legend says Helen found three cross-
es buried at Calvary and a miracle 

identified one as the Cross of Christ. She 
had it enshrined in the new church there. 

4 The Church of the Holy Sepulchre was 
dedicated on Sept. 14, 335. The Holy 

Cross is still honored on Sept. 14.

5 In 614, Persians conquered Jerusalem 
and carried off the Cross. The Em-

peror Heraclius later regained the Cross, 
placing it in the Church of Holy Wisdom in 
Constantinople on Sept. 14 in 629. 

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples 
on the Way

 * Submit your snapshot

Name ________________________

Address ______________________

City _________________________

State _________________________

ZIP __________________________

Phone ________________________

Parish ________________________

Please mail $23 payment to:

P.O. Box 8474
Carol Stream, IL  60197-8474

For faster service, call:
920-272-8208 or

Toll-free 877-500-3580, Ext. 8208
E-mail: compasscirc@gbdioc.org

 S
ub

sc
ri

be
: S

av
e 

$ 5
 N

OW
!

New Subscribers Only

5

St. Thomas More 
Parish in Appleton 
recently honored 
men and women 
religious who have 
served in the parish 
over the years. The 
celebration was part 
of the parish’s obser-
vation of the Year of 
Consecrated Life.
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Want to see Pope Francis? 
Need a place to stay?

Call Amy Kawula at (920) 272-8212  
to reserve your room today!

Join 113 pilgrims from the  
Diocese of Green Bay in Philadelphia!
•	 Limited	number	of	discounted	hotel	rooms	available


