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Faith leaders using social media
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Diocesan clergy take to the interwebs
BY AMANDA LAUER | FOR THE COMPASS

GREEN BAY — Like it or not, social media is here 
to stay. And according to Bishop David Ricken, if 
you want to be relevant to the current generation, 
you have to be in those places. That’s exactly 
what some priests in the Green Bay Diocese (and 
Bishop Ricken) are doing.

Fr. Brian Wideman, 39, parochial vicar of 
Sacred Heart Parish, Appleton, was ordained in 
2014. He admits to not being much of a social 
media user before. Now he posts his daily 
and Sunday homilies on his Facebook 
page under the name Fr. Brian Wide-
man and his blog, fromtheambo.
blogspot.com.

“There were enough people who had 
seen my homilies on my personal 
Facebook page, and they 
seemed to like to be 
able to read them, so 
I thought that would 
be a good thing to 
do with my daily 
homilies,” Fr. Wide-
man said.

He said other peo-
ple use social media 
more as an evangeliz-
ing tool, but it is not a 

substitute for interpersonal communication.
Like Pope Francis, Bishop David Ricken is an 

active presence on Twitter (@BpDavidRicken). 
“Social media is an important way that we com-
municate today, and it’s important to me that we 
as disciples are personally present in these digital 
places. We are called to be salt and light every-
where, and that means being on Twitter and other 
places, too,” Bishop Ricken said.

“My purpose in tweeting is close to my calling in 
life — to be a disciple of Jesus. And just as I share 
the joy and life that I have in Jesus Christ with oth-
ers in person, I hope that I’m sharing it with others 

on Twitter,” Bishop Ricken said. “I use Twitter 
to connect with individuals in prayer, and 

every Sunday I try to post some sort of 
tweet inspired by that week’s Gospel.”

As Catholic campus ministry director at 
UW-Oshkosh, Fr. Jason Blahnik, 35, is also 
actively involved in Facebook both through 
his personal page, Fr. Jason Blahnik, and 

the UW-Oshkosh Newman Center page. He 
is known for the selfies he posts on the 

Newman Center page.

Our full story appears 
in the July 3 issue.
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BAY SETTLEMENT — The Sisters of St. 
Francis of the Holy Cross selected the perfect 
day for the dedication of their solar array. The 
blessing, held on June 18, coincided with the 
release of “Laudato Si, on Care for Our Com-
mon Home,” the much anticipated encyclical 
on the environment by Pope Francis.

“I think God had something to do with our 
choosing this day and the pope choosing this day,” 
said Sr. Rose Jochmann, chair of the committee 

that worked on the solar energy project for the 
last two years. The 112-kilowatt solar photovoltaic 
system on the motherhouse property features 416 
solar panels. Each panel is made up of 60 solar 
cells that produce earth-friendly energy.

“We wanted a concrete way of showing our 
Franciscan value of care for all creation and 
also to continue the sustainability that we try 
to incorporate in our building,” said Sr. Rose. 
“We also wanted to use energy in our building 
that was completely green, renewable, no pol-
lution and not using natural resources.” 

The sisters flipped the switch for solar 
energy on June 5, 2014. Since then, the solar 
array has provided approximately 28 percent 
of the electricity used in the motherhouse. 

The dedication launched the final phase of 
the solar project: educating others about solar 
and renewable energy. The site is now open to 
visitors for self-guided tours from May to Octo-
ber. Groups of five or more are asked to make 
an appointment by calling (920) 468-1828.

Our full story appears in the July 3 issue.
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The weakness and suffering of 
our dearest and most cherished 
loved ones can be, for our chil-
dren and grandchildren, a school 
of life. 

The Christian community really 
knows that the family, in the trial 
of illness, should not be left on its 
own. We must say ‘thank you’ 
to the Lord for those beautiful 
experiences of ecclesial fraternity 
that help families get through 
the difficult moments of pain and 
suffering. 

This Christian closeness, from 
family to family, is a real treasure 
for the parish; a treasure of wis-
dom, which helps families in the 
difficult moments to understand 
the Kingdom of God better than 
many discourses! They are God’s 
caresses.

+ Pope Francis, 
June 10, 2015

August 2015
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Sisters dedicate solar energy project same day pope releases encyclical

Bishop David Ricken sends out a tweet 
on his iPad.



THE HOME AS A SCHOOL OF PRAYER, LOVE

Each household in our 
diocese is a domestic church 
with a noble purpose, mean-
ing and special place in the 
Body of Christ. The home is 
a church in miniature. My 
mother used to say that a 
house is just a house until 
the family invests love and 
prayer in it, then it becomes 
a home. The “families” within 
our homes come in many 

different varieties. Currently, my sister Carol and 
I make up our household. I have lived by myself 
and with others. Whoever lives in our home is 
invited into a deeper relationship of love and 
prayer with our Lord.

During this year, July 2015 to June 2016, I 
would ask that you continue to seek ways to 
pray together in your household and grow to 
love the Lord and the church. I especially ask 
you to transform your home into a school of 
prayer and love by making the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Joseph and Mary your model and 
example. In the words of St. John Paul II, the 
mission of the family is to “guard, reveal and 

communicate love” (1) and the family serves 
as a school of compassion, respect, humil-
ity and forgiveness in the midst of a world 
darkened by self-absorption, conflict and 
selfishness. Whether you live by yourself or 
with others, your home is a household of faith 
where Christ is at the center of your life.

The Holy Father will be present personally at 
the “World Meeting on the Family” in Philadel-
phia in September. He has also called for anoth-
er Synod of Bishops in October in Rome to help 
develop strategies for marriages and families 
during these highly stressful times for families. 
As a diocese, we are committed to sharing with 
you some of these insights and strategies so 
that you can truly cultivate a household where 
faith is the foundation of your home.

Next month: A special note to parents.
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SHOULD KNOW 

About Queenship of Mary feast
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1 This is one of the newer feasts of Our 
Lady. Pope Pius XII placed it on the 

universal calendar of the church in 1954.

2 Pius XII had declared Mary’s Assump-
tion as dogma (a church teaching that 

requires belief) four years earlier, in 1950.

3 This feast of Mary’s queenship was 
originally celebrated on May 31.

4 With liturgical reforms of Vatican II, 
the feast was moved, in 1969, to the 

octave (eighth day after) of the Assump-
tion.

5 In ancient Israel, the king’s mother 
was called hrybg (pronounced “gheb-

ee-raw“), meaning “great lady.”

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples 
on the Way
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A blessing of play-
ground equipment 
and ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was held 
at St. Thomas More 
School in Green Bay 
May 31. Franciscan Fr. 
Patrick Gawrylewski, 
pastor of St. Mary of 
the Angels Parish, is 
pictured with donors 
Jean and Jeremiah 
Farrell and St. Thomas 
More School principal 
Jeff Kaftan.
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Pilgrimage to World Meeting of Families
ALLOUEZ — When two 
Lamers motor coaches depart 
from Green Bay for the World 
Meeting of Families (WMF) 
Congress in Philadelphia on 
Sept. 22, the group of more 
than 100 people will repre-

sent the largest contingent 
of WMF pilgrims from one 
Wisconsin diocese.

The WMF pilgrimage is 
sponsored by The Compass in 
partnership with the Office of 
Family and Married Life. The 

Green Bay pilgrimage is being 
organized by The Compass 
advertising and marketing 
manager Amy Kawula. 

It is the 13th pilgrimage 
Kawula has planned for The 
Compass since 2005.


