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Back to art after beating cancer

www.thecompassnews.org | www.gbdioc.org

Hmong egg roll sale raises funds for Holy Land pilgrimage

Konop says faith helped him battle rare 
form of cancer, return to his passion
BY BENJAMIN WIDEMAN | FOR THE COMPASS

TWO RIVERS — Dean Konop has created 
hundreds of caricatures over the years. From 
Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre to 
“Star Trek” actor Leonard Nimoy to area families 
attending summer festivals, Konop has covered 
the gamut.

But it’s not often he’s asked to present Jesus 
Christ in the form of caricatures.

Konop is one of 10 members of St. Peter the 
Fisherman Parish who utilized their artistic 
talents to create Stations of the Cross this 
Lenten season.

The Catholic faith has been important 
throughout Konop’s life, especially in 2005, 
when he was diagnosed with a very 
rare type of cancer that 
resulted in a quarter-
sized tumor growing in 
his sinus.

“When I was told 
I had cancer, I was 
in shock and sad-
dened,” Konop said. 
“The doctors said 
that within six weeks 

I could die. We had a family get-together and 
discussed what kind of things we could do.”

Konop said he tried to continue drawing through-
out his treatments, but the chemotherapy and 
radiation affected the nerves in his fingers.

“I couldn’t get the right touch on the pencil 
because it always seemed like my fingers were 
sleeping,” he said. “Whenever I tried to draw it 
was very disheartening because I knew what I 
wanted to do but I couldn’t do it.”

Konop said he feared he would no longer be able 
to draw.

“I was very afraid art wouldn’t be there. But my 
family and I prayed and said many ‘Our Fathers,’” he 

recalled. “Eventually, the art came back and I feel 
like I became a better artist after that. Faith 

was very important in that whole process.”
Konop said he has been drawing ever 

since he can remember. So being able to 
pick up where he left off after treatments 

meant the world to him.
“As long as I’m doing 

some kind of art, I’m 
pretty happy,” Konop 
said.

Our full story appears in 
the April 3 issue.

BY JEFF KUROWSKI | THE COMPASS

GREEN BAY — Twenty-five years ago, Bao 
Kong had the opportunity to travel to the Holy 
Land, but the timing was not right. She is not 
about to miss out a second time.

“In 1990, my kids were young so I could 
not afford to go,” she said. “I cried because 
I couldn’t go. This time, I said, ‘I’m going to 
make it.’ I want to go to Bethlehem to see 
where Jesus was born.”

The Hmong Catholic Community of the Dio-
cese of Green Bay is planning a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land for February of 2017. Fundrais-
ing efforts are underway, including the April 18 
egg roll sale in the St. Jude Church base-
ment. Egg roll sales are held regularly by the 
community in support of the Hmong Catholic 
Community. Proceeds from the last two sales 
were designated to support members from 
Green Bay and Appleton who will make the 
Holy Land trip. Approximately 40 pilgrims are 
currently committed to the tour. 

“I have a priest-friend who will go straight 
from Thailand to the Holy Land to meet us,” 
said Kong. “This will be his first time, so he is 

really happy about it.”
She has also invited two priests from the 

diocese who are considering the pilgrimage. 
Deacon Shuying “Joe” Vang of St. Bernard 
Parish, Appleton, who ministers to the Hmong 
Catholic Community, will be among the 
pilgrims.

“We are planning for 11 or 12 days,” said 
Kong. “Some people want to see Mount Sinai 
(in Egypt). It’s the first trip for most of the 
group.”

Our full story appears in the April 24 issue.
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From the first moments of their 
lives, many children are rejected, 
abandoned and robbed of their 
childhood and future. There are 
those who dare to say, as if to 
justify themselves, that it was a 
mistake to bring these children 
into the world. This is shameful! 
Let’s not unload our faults onto 
the children, please! Children are 
never a “mistake.” Their hunger is 
not a mistake, nor is their poverty, 
their vulnerability, their aban-
donment — so many children 
abandoned on the streets — and 
neither is their ignorance or their 
helplessness ... so many children 
don’t even know what a school is. 
How can we make such solemn 
declarations on human rights and 
the rights of children, if we then 
punish children for the errors of 
adults?

+ Pope Francis, 
April 8, 2015

May 2015
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A NEW PENTECOST
We dedicate this entire 

six-year period to the Holy 
Spirit. He is really the one 
that is going to lead this 
journey of the Diocese of 
Green Bay for the next six 
years. This map will provide 
us a timeline of goals to em-
phasize during our efforts 
to welcome the Holy Spirit 
more fully into the life of the 
church and into the life of 
each one of us. In essence, 

we are really praying for a new Pentecost. 
What a new Pentecost means, is that we are 
asking for the Holy Spirit to manifest himself 
more and more so that we become truly alive 
in our faith. We want to shine as a light in the 
midst of darkness and truly to be salt for the 
world — by the quality of our witness and 
the sacrifices we make for the sake of Jesus, 
for the Gospel and for the church.

I invite each and every one of you to journey 
as the body of Christ with your pastor or pas-
toral leader and with your fellow parishioners 
in living out this “mission map” as a “Disciple 

on the Way.” I ask you to join me in the spirit of 
Christ and in this new moment in the church’s 
history by reaching out more deeply by giving 
yourselves to the Lord for his purposes. In the 
words of Pope Francis, “I invite everyone to 
be bold and creative in this task of rethinking 
the goals, structures, style and methods of 
evangelization in their respective communi-
ties.” (Evangelii Gaudium #33)

Once we give our life to the Lord, we have 
to continue giving. Every day we may have 
the tendency to pull back some gift that we’ve 
given. And yet, if we give him our lives as to-
tally and completely as we can each and every 
day, he will use them bountifully to bring many 
blessings and to save many souls!

Next month: An invitation to evangelization.

Email your high resolution digital photo 
to us at compassnews@gbdioc.org.

Parish SNAPSHOT
Most Precious Blood Parish in New Lon-
don held a Catholic Relief Services’ Rice 
Bowl Drive for youth during Lent. The 
children set a goal of collecting $1,000 
during the six-week period and ended up 
with a total of  $1,489.83. Pictured front 
row from left are: Macy Reybrock, Taelyr 
Reger and Sawyer Kamba; middle row: 
Jessa Muller, Ashlyn Clarke, Mallory 
Bessette, Antonio Magana and Brayden 
Fehrman; top row: Maribel Glodowski 
and Matt Kurszewski. (Submitted photo)
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ALLOUEZ — Bishop David Ricken will once 
again lead a three-day “Wisconsin Shrine 
Pilgrimage” to approved Marian shrines. This 
year’s pilgrimage — featuring stops at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of Mary, Help of 
Christians at Holy Hill; the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, La Crosse; and the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Good Help, Champion — will take 
place in October.

Pilgrims will board the motor coach at 7:45 
a.m. on Monday, Oct. 12, at the Diocese of 
Green Bay campus, 1825 Riverside Drive, Green 

Bay, for departure to Holy Hill in Hubertus. 
On Oct. 13, pilgrims will have free time to see 

devotional areas at the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe prior to a directed tour of the shrine 
church and works of art.

The final day of the pilgrimage, the motor 
coach is expected to arrive at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Good Help early in the afternoon.  

Cost is $525 per person based on double oc-
cupancy. All meals, tips and taxes are included. 
Pilgrims under 18 must be accompanied by a 
paid adult. Download a complete brochure at 
thecompassnews.org or contact Amy Kawula, 
(920) 272-8212; email: akawula@gbdioc.org.

TO SEE MORE STORIES LIKE THESE, SUBSCRIBE TO THE COMPASS.

THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

About Pentecost
BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1 Pentecost (May 24) falls 50 days 
after Easter. The feast marks the end 

of the Easter season.

2 “Pentecost” comes for the Greek 
word for “50” or “pentekoste.”

3 Pentecost is also an older Jewish 
harvest festival — called Shavuot — 

that marks 50 days after the second day 
of Passover. This Jewish feast honors 
God giving the Law to Moses at Sinai.

4 Because the Holy Spirit descended 
on those in the Upper Room, some 

Christians call Pentecost the “birthday of 
the church.”

5 Since the early days of the church, 
Pentecost has been called White 

Sunday or Whitsunday; this is the last 
day when the newly initiated wore their 
white albs at Mass.

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples 
on the Way

Compass sponsors Wisconsin Shrine Pilgrimage
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