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He has the keys to a faithful life
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Cathedral rector extends invitation to Catholics to make a pilgrimage

Centenarian Courtland Smith still drives 
himself to church every week

BY SARAH BRADFORD | SPECIAL TO THE COMPASS

MARINETTE — Courtland Smith enjoys driving 
around the Marinette/Menominee area. He was 
born and raised here and has spent the entirety of 
his life between these two cities, faithfully attend-
ing Mass at St. Joseph, St. Ann, Holy Spirit, and 
presently, Our Lady of Lourdes churches. “I’m in 
the car every day,” he says.

Smith is 100 year old. 
St. Joseph and Our Lady of Lourdes are the 

church sites that make up Holy Family Par-
ish. Not much has changed since Smith 
made his first Communion at St. Joseph 
over 90 years ago. “That’s a nice 
church, when you get in and look at 
that big stained glass window,” he says. 
“It’s nice there.”

This brazen centenarian 
is still as sharp as a tack 
and his dedicated Mass 
attendance is a testament 
to that. Each week after 
picking up his sister, 
Camille Lemire, 96, he 
attends 4 p.m. Mass 

at Our Lady of Lourdes. “I go sit by my friends and 
she goes and sits by her friends,” says Smith.

Even inclement weather doesn’t seem to bother 
him. “Don’t make no difference, as long as the car 
starts.” 

This year’s winter has been particularly kind to 
him, except for the cold. “It’s not bad snow this 
year yet. The cold is hard. When it’s minus-20, the 
car starts, but holy cow!”

Weekend Mass isn’t the only recurring event 
he’s willing to scrape his car windshield off to 
attend.

Smith visits his sister at the Luther Home every 
Wednesday at 2 p.m. when they have Mass and 
say the rosary. Even though they don’t sit together 
at Mass, these weekly visits keep them close to 

each other and to the memory of their large 
family. “We also like going out to lunch once 
in a while. … There’s only two of us left out 
of seven.”

And there’s more. 
From there, he heads 
back over to Our Lady of 
Lourdes in order to arrive 
at 4 p.m. sharp. 

Our full story appears in the 
March 20 issue.

BY SAM LUCERO| THE COMPASS

GREEN BAY — Fr. Joseph Dorner wants 
to open wide the doors of St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral and welcome all Catholics from the 
Green Bay Diocese to step inside.

Now in his seventh month as rector, Fr. 
Dorner is leading an initiative to remind mem-
bers of the diocese that, while the cathedral 
is a parish, it is also the central church of the 
diocese. “In a way, everyone who is a member 
of this diocese belongs to the cathedral,” Fr. 
Dorner told The Compass. “You have a home 

away from home. This is your ‘church away 
from church.’”

The cathedral is home to several diocesan 
events, including the chrism Mass (when 
Bishop David Ricken blesses the holy oils that 
are used throughout the year in parishes), or-
dinations and Masses for the health care and 
legal communities. But guests are welcome to 
the cathedral any time, said Fr. Dorner.

In hopes of bringing awareness to this 
invitation, Fr. Dorner recently wrote a letter to 
pastors and parish leaders across the diocese. 
“This church … belongs to all of us,” he wrote.

Fr. Dorner has a list of things people can do to 
promote the cathedral as a place of pilgrimage.
First, he invites Catholics to join the “Keep-
ers of the Cathedral,” a group of volunteers 
who welcome visitors on weekdays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Another offering that Fr. Dorner 
introduced this year was celebrating Ash 
Wednesday Mass at 6 a.m. for people who 
work downtown. “Whenever there is a holy 
day of obligation on a work day, we are going 
to have that 6 a.m. Mass,” said Fr. Dorner. 

Our full story appears in the March 20 issue.
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Follow Him On

A society can be judged by the 
way it treats its children. Within 
our families, children remind us 
that from our earliest years we 
are dependent on others. We 
see this in Jesus himself, who 
was born a child in Bethlehem. 
Children also remind us that we 
are always sons and daughters; 
rather than being in complete 
control of our lives, we never 
cease being radically dependent 
on others. They challenge us to 
see things with a simple, pure 
and trusting heart, to receive and 
to offer warmth and “tender-
ness”, and to laugh and cry freely 
in response to the world around 
us. Jesus urges us to become like 
children, since God’s Kingdom 
belongs to such as these (cf. Mt 
18:3).

+ Pope Francis, 
March 18, 2015

April 2015

Courtland Smith. 
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PHASE III: FORMATION IN MISSION
The third phase is called 

“Formation in Mission” 
(2018-2020). During this 
phase, we will strive to 
grow in our call to become 
missionaries. We will 
assist all those who have 
increased and ramped up 
their level of discipleship to 
reach out further beyond 
the boundaries to people 
they may not be familiar 
with. We will find ways to 

witness and share the good news of the holy 
Gospel; especially by engaging more actively 
in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

In our diocese we have many Christians 
who are actively engaged in corporal works 
of mercy — feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, taking care of the sick and dying 
and reaching out to those on the margins. 
I ask that we always ensure that our works 
of charity are centered on Christ and his 
church. Jesus is the source of this charity 
and should be made visible through these 
acts of love. As the church, we reach out in 
love and in the love of Jesus to those who 
have less than we do, not just with mate-
rial goods, but also with spiritual goods, by 
introducing them to Christ. I am asking you 
to help them to come to a more prayerful life, 
personally and as families, and, God willing, 
as active members in the church. As Pope 

Francis reminds us, “the worst discrimina-
tion which the poor suffer is the lack of 
spiritual care. The great majority of the poor 
have a special openness to the faith; they 
need God and we must not fail to offer them 
his friendship, his blessings, his word, the 
celebration of the sacraments, and a journey 
of growth and maturity in the faith.” (Evan-
gelii Guadium, #200)

Next month: A New Pentecost

Email your high resolution digital photo 
to us at compassnews@gbdioc.org.
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Parish SNAPSHOT
Nathaniel Krull, 10, assists Deacon 
Richard Matuszak, left, and Fr. Bob Kabat 
during Mass at St. John the Baptist 
Church in Seymour in February. It was 
Nathaniel’s first time as an altar server. 

BY JEFF KUROWSKI | THE COMPASS

DEPERE — Former Green Bay Packers head 
coach Mike Sherman received a rousing 
standing ovation following his keynote address 
at “A Day for Men,” Saturday, March 14, at 
St. Norbert Abbey. Sherman addressed faith, 
which he described as “the important stuff.”

“I’ve wrestled with God a bunch of times,” he 
said. “I felt like he has abandoned me at times. 
You are dealing with an imperfect person. 

“For 50 years of my life, everything went 
exactly as I had planned,” explained Sher-
man, 60. “Everything was perfect. I always 

got the job. I had never been fired from a job. 
God and I were on the same wavelength. We 
were talking back and forth. I thought, ‘this is 
how it is supposed to be.’ I felt good about my 
Christianity and I felt very comfortable sharing 
that with other people.”

Sherman said the effort he put forth with the 
Packers made his dismissal more difficult.

“I put so much into that job. My heart was 
into that job. I put more time than I probably 
should have into that job,” he said. “My family 
sacrificed because of all the time I spent at the 
office. My faith sacrificed. I put God in a box 
and took him down when I needed him.”
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 THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

About the Easter candle
BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1 The Easter Candle, or Paschal 
Candle, is lit from the Easter fire at 

the Easter Vigil. 

2 The candle will be lit at each Mass of 
the Easter season, and each baptism 

and funeral throughout the year.

3 The priest embeds five grains of 
incense, in a cross shape, into the 

candle. They represent Christ’s five 
wounds.

4 The candle is also marked with the 
year: “2015” and the Greek letters 

“Alpha” and “Omega,” symbolizing “the 
beginning and end.”

5 The Easter candle is made of fine 
beeswax, at least 75 percent pure, 

since it represents Christ’s glorious, 
risen body.

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples 
on the Way

Former Packers coach says faith helps him overcome challenges
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