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Father, son join cast of Northeast 
Wisconsin Passion Play

www.thecompassnews.org | www.gbdioc.org

Cursillo celebrates half century in Green Bay Diocese

Bob Noll says having son, Matt, act 
in Lenten play helps build his confi dence

BY AMANDA LAUER | FOR THE COMPASS

APPLETON — Bob and Peggy Noll’s family has seen 
their share of stage time at St. Francis Xavier High 
School. Their daughter and two older sons were 
part of the Christmas Stars cast with Bob 
for about 11 years. In recent years, 
Bob’s been involved in The Northeast 
Wisconsin Passion Play.

Last year, the couple’s young-
est child, Matt, 23, who has Down 
syndrome, joined Bob on stage for the 
fi rst time as a fellow actor in the 
Passion Play. Bob was looking 
for something he and his son 
could do together, since the 
older kids were out of the 
household. He also wanted 
to help Matt become a part 
of a larger community.

“My reason for getting 
him involved was similar 
as my other children and 

that is to provide opportunities to build confi dence 
in front of a group, be part of a Christian family 
environment and do things outside of your comfort 
zone,” said Bob, a member of St. Bernard Parish.

For Matt, his biggest worry was being a part of 
the crucifi xion scene, so the original plan was for 
him to work backstage in the second act of the 
show. However, at the last minute things changed 
and Matt was selected to be a guard in that scene. 
Later that night, Matt told Bob that he was uncom-
fortable with the role. “I told him, ‘You know how 
you tell me the all-star wrestling you watch on the 
Internet is fake when Dad expresses concerns? 
Well, even though this is based on a true story, we 

are acting or pretending, similar to 
all-star wrestlers. Do you think we 
can try this once or twice and see 
how it goes?’” Bob said.

Our full story appeared in the 
Feb. 13 issue.

BY JEFF KUROWSKI| THE COMPASS

ALLOUEZ — A movement of the 
Catholic Church that serves as an 
instrument of renewal will mark 
a half century in the Diocese of 
Green Bay this year.

In 1965 — two years after 
they made a Cursillo in the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee — 
Ed Gagnon, Mike Ariens, Lyle 
Becker, Jo DuPont and John 
Steckart, with assistance from 

fi ve men from Milwaukee, put 
on the fi rst Cursillo weekend in 
the diocese. The fi rst diocesan 
women’s Cursillo was held a 
year later with Jean Frederick 

as rector and Joanie Steckart as 
vice rector.

Cursillo (Kur-see-yo) is a Span-
ish word, which means “short 
course.” A Cursillo weekend 
begins on Thursday evening and 
closes the following Sunday eve-
ning. The format includes 15 talks, 
discussion, daily Mass, reconcilia-
tion and prayer. 

More than 200 Cursillo 
weekends have been held in the 
diocese with more than 7,000 

Cursillistas (participants) attend-
ing.

The 50-year anniversary 
celebration will be held on Sept. 
20. Mass with Fr. Walter Stumpf, 
Fr. Willie Van de Loo and Fr. Dave 
Pleier, spiritual director, is sched-
uled for 3 p.m. at St. Nicholas 
Church in Freedom, followed by 
the celebration at Colonial Lanes.

Our full story appeared in the Feb. 
20 issue.

Bob Noll and his son 
Matt are pictured in their 
costumes worn as cast 
members of Northeast 
Wisconsin Passion Play. 
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@Pontifex
Follow Him On

It’s sad in a family when sib-
lings don’t speak to each other for 
a small matter; because the devil 
takes a small matter and makes a 
world of it. Then hostilities go on, 
often times for many years, and 
that family is destroyed. Parents 
suffer because their children don’t 
speak to each other, or one son’s 
wife doesn’t speak to the other, 
and thus, with jealousy, envy. ... 
The devil sows this. And the only 
One who casts out demons is 
Jesus. The only One who heals 
these matters is Jesus. For this 
reason I say to each one of you: 
let yourself be healed by Jesus. 
Each one knows where his 
wounds are. Let Jesus heal you. 
Let Jesus preach to you and let 
him heal you. 

+ Pope Francis, 
Feb.  8, 2015

March 2015
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PHASE II:                                                  
FORMATION IN DISCIPLESHIP

The second phase is 
called “Formation in Disci-
pleship” (2016-2018). Since 
the Synod of Bishops on the 
New Evangelization, many 
discipleship training and 
formation processes and 
programs have emerged. In 
our own diocese, we have a 
newly created department 
called the Department of 
New Evangelization. In that 
department are the offi ces 

of adult faith formation, campus ministry, 
young adult formation and new evangeliza-
tion. This department will help all of us learn 
what it truly means to be disciples as well as 
how to make new disciples in our church.

Christ is calling each of us to deepen our 
prayer lives and the most intimate way to 
experience this encounter is in the holy 
sacrifi ce of the Mass. This encounter in the 
Eucharist overfl ows in love and leads us 
to turn to him in our daily prayers. The culmi-
nation of our daily prayers fi nds its highest 
expression in the celebration of Sunday 
Mass. As such, much of the focus for our 
primary efforts will be on those of us who 
are already coming to Sunday Mass as we 
work to deepen our prayer lives and learn to 
ask others to come to church with us. This 

will also mean inviting others to ask Jesus 
into their lives in a much deeper way. We will 
learn how to become more comfortable with 
spreading the Good News to others including 
our families and friends. We will especially 
focus on those who may have drifted away 
from the regular practice of the Catholic 
faith.
Next month: Phase III: Formation in Mission.

Email your high resolution digital photo 
to us at compassnews@gbdioc.org.

 SAM LUCERO | THE COMPASS

Parish SNAPSHOT
Lucy Jenkins, a fourth grader at St. Mat-
thew School in Allouez, receives ashes 
from retired Bishop Robert J. Banks dur-
ing Ash Wednesday Mass at St. Matthew 
Church. 

THE COMPASS

GREEN BAY — Would anyone like to help ship 
rosaries to missionaries around the world?

Since 2002, Charlie Doperalski of Green Bay 
supported the shipping costs for rosaries sent 
from parishes around the diocese to mission-
aries. That year, Charlie fi rst contacted the 
World Mission Services (WMS) of the Diocese 
of Green Bay with the idea of collecting rosa-
ries for missionaries. Charlie and his daughter 
had been sending rosaries to a mission in 
Africa.

The average monthly shipping cost is $152.
Charlie Doperalski, 76, died on Jan. 9 this 

year. Now WMS is looking for someone to 
take up Charlie’s work.

“We need a new benefactor for shipping 
costs for our rosary mission,” said Cindy St. 
Aubin. She said that shipping costs are still 
about $150 per month and that new requests 
from missionaries come in every week.

Anyone who would like to help with ship-
ping costs for rosaries can contact St. Aubin 
at (920) 272-8192 or via email at cstaubin@
gbdioc.org.

TO SEE MORE STORIES LIKE THESE, SUBSCRIBE TO THE COMPASS.

THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

A b ou t  T he  RC IA
BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

11 RCIA stands for a process called the 
“Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.”

22 Those who enter the Catholic 
Church through the RCIA are called 

“catechumens,” because they are being 
prepared to receive the sacraments for 
the fi rst time.

33 Catechumens formally become the 
Elect at the Rite of Election on the First 

Sunday of Lent and they receive the “sac-
raments of initiation” at the Easter Vigil.

44 The sacraments of initiation are 
baptism, confi rmation and holy 

Communion.

55 The ancient church welcomed new 
members through the catechu-

menate; the Second Vatican Council 
restored the catechumenate and a new 
rite (the RCIA) was approved by Rome in 
1972. The current U.S. rite was mandat-
ed by the U.S. Catholic bishops in 1988.

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples Disciples 
on the Wayon the Way

Donor sought to help ship rosaries to missionaries
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