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ALLOUEZ — Mark Mleziva has 
experienced some special mo-
ments in Rome. He was present 
at the canonizations of both St. 
John Paul II and St. Teresa of 
Calcutta (or Kolkata). He has 
served at Mass for Pope Francis, 
which required him to shave his 
goatee, but “it was well worth 
it,” he said. “He greeted us all 
before, and I was star struck to 
say the least.”

Mleziva added another special 
moment on Sept. 29 when 
he was ordained a deacon by 
Cardinal Sean O’Malley at St. 
Peter’s Basilica. He was one of 30 
American seminarians of Vatican 
City’s Pontifical North American 
College ordained at the Mass 
with a congregation of well over 
1,000 people.

Deacon Adam Bradley, who 
was ordained a deacon in May, 
vested Deacon Mleziva. Both are 
scheduled to be ordained to the 
priesthood, along with Deacons 
Matthew Rappl, Jon Thorsen and 
Zach Weber, in June of 2017.

“I asked (Deacon Bradley) first 
and foremost because he is a 
good friend, and as a sign of soli-

darity with the rest of the class 
from the diocese,” explained 
Deacon Mleziva.

Other supporters who made 
the trip included his parents, Rod 
and Karen; older brother Matthew 
and his wife, Amanda; younger 
brother Mitchell; younger sister 
Mariah; as well as aunts, uncles 

and other family friends. Fr. Daniel 
Schuster, vocation director, and 
Fr. Scott Valentyn, parochial vicar 
at St. John the Baptist Parish, 
Howard, also attended the 
ordination.

Our full story appears in the 
Oct. 7 issue.
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ALLoueZ —  Former Packers defensive tackle 
Mike McCoy hung up his cleats more than 35 
years ago, but at 6’5” and 310 pounds, he still 
resembles in stature the first round draft pick 
who pressured quarterbacks and corralled ball 
carriers. McCoy, who played 11 seasons in the 
NFL, seven with the Packers, returned to his 
first pro football home on Oct. 5 to speak to stu-

dents at the Resurrection Campus of Fr. Allouez 
Catholic School. His presentation, “Champions 
for Today,” is designed to empower young 
people to make better decisions in their lives.

McCoy, who now lives in Ponte Vedra, Fla., 
speaks to Catholic school students throughout 
the country as part of Mike McCoy Ministries. 
He fittingly donned his number 76 Packers 
jersey for the talk. He also wears his number 
77 University of Notre Dame jersey for school 

visits. A highlight video chronicled McCoy’s 
family life, NFL career, seasons for the Fighting 
Irish and his high school years at Cathedral Prep 
in Erie, Pa. 

“God gives each one of us unique talents and 
gifts,” he said. “I think that one of the greatest 
words in the English language is perseverance. 
Never ever give up.”

Our full story appears in the Oct. 14 issue.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

During this Holy Year of Mercy, 
we have reflected on God’s 
mercy, revealed especially in the 
incarnation of his Son, and on 
our duty, as followers of Jesus, 
to be “merciful like the Father.” In 
St. Matthew’s Gospel, the Lord 
tells us that we will be judged 
by the mercy we show to him, 
present in the least of our broth-
ers and sisters. His words have 
inspired the seven traditional 
“corporal” works of mercy. ... 
The church’s tradition also adds 
seven “spiritual” works of mercy. 
... As expressions of living faith, 
these works are often carried out 
quietly and with simple gestures. 
Yet, as saints like Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta show us, they reveal 
the merciful face of Christ and 
can change the culture around us. 
Let us keep them always in mind 
and strive to practice them daily.

+ Pope Francis, 
Oct. 12, 2016

November 2016
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Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley of Boston ordains seminarian 
Mark Mleziva of the Diocese of Green Bay as a transitional 
deacon during an ordination Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica at 
the Vatican Sept. 29. 

Former packers standout mike mcCoy visits Fr. allouez Catholic school



w e are now less than one week away 
from the election. So far, we have ex-
perienced three presidential debates 

and the only vice presidential debate. And who 
can keep track of the many hours of political 
commentary? With all of that information and 
noise, I am left feeling a bit concerned and 
uneasy. Despite the fact that I have written 

two other columns trying to 
help others prepare and form 
their consciences for Nov. 
8, I know that many people 
are also feeling like me, 
mainly because we do not 
know what the results will 
be and in what direction our 
new president will lead our 
country. 

Whenever I feel concerned 
and uneasy, I know that the 
only effective thing I can do 
is bring it all to prayer. We 
can never underestimate 

the power of prayer. After all, the message of 
hope and conversion, and ultimately, salvation, 
is what brought the multitudes to hear Jesus 
preach, not political commentary. The same 
Gospel message that Jesus preached is the 
same message that Pope Francis and all of 
my brother bishops are asking each of us to 

think about during this election process. Yes, 
as American citizens, we must focus on the is-
sues facing our country, but more importantly, 
as Catholics, we can never forget that issues 
affect people who are our sisters and brothers 
in Christ. 

We are abundantly blessed in the Diocese 
of Green Bay. I still continue to be amazed 
at the kindness and generosity shown by so 
many in our parishes, our schools and our 
communities. Yet, as we form our consciences 
for this election, we must put to the forefront 
of our minds not only our needs, but the needs 
of those individuals who are struggling, the 
forgotten, the lowly, the vulnerable, the voice-
less. Because of our faith in Christ Jesus, we 
must be the salt of the earth and light of the 
world, and we do that by seeking a human 
encounter based on humility and dialogue. 
Pope Francis reminds each of us, “Today, amid 
so much darkness, we need to see the light 
of hope and to be women and men who bring 
hope to others.” 

Over and over again in the Scriptures, we 
hear God telling us, “Be not afraid.” We need 
to remember that as Nov. 8 approaches. The 
world is not ending, but it is changing. It is un-
settling for many, surely. Yet it is also hopeful 
because we find our hope, our freedom, and 
our salvation in Jesus. 
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 things you 
should know 

The Lateran Basilica
PAtriciA KAsten | The Compass

1 Nov. 9 is the Feast of the Dedication 
of the Lateran Basilica.

2 St. John Lateran is the pope’s ca-
thedral in his role of Bishop of Rome. 

Pope Pius XI and Benito Mussolini signed 
the Lateran Treaty here on Feb. 11, 1929, 
establishing the Vatican City State.

3 The basilica’s full name is “The 
Patriarchal Basilica of the Most Holy 

Savior and St. John the Baptist at the 
Lateran.” 

4 The Lateran Basilica was originally the 
home of a Roman senator, Plautius 

Lateranus. Nero had him killed and confis-
cated his property in 65 A.D. The Emperor 
Constantine gave the palace to Pope 
Melchiades in 313 A.D. 

5 Once remodeled, the palace was 
officially dedicated on Nov. 9, 324, by 

Pope Sylvester I.  
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Blake Nowak, a first grader at Holy Trinity School in Casco, recently won the Fire 
Prevention Poster Contest sponsored by the Casco Fire Department.  Blake’s prize was 
riding to school in a fire truck.
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