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ANTIGO — It started, for some, 
as an admittedly selfish desire to 
see a rock star pope, to be able 
to brag that “I was there” when 
Francis came to America.

It ended, for all, as a call to 
humility and a vow to work 
toward the betterment of their 
community.

Antigo sent an eight-person 
contingent to Philadelphia as 
part of the Green Bay Diocese’s 
pilgrimage to the World Meeting 
of Families and Pope Francis’ in-
augural visit to the United States 
Sept. 23 to 27. They called it a 
life-altering experience.

“I started with a selfish rea-
son, to see the pope,” said Tom 
Bradley, who attended with his 
wife, Laurel. “I came home with 
a new sense of humility. This, for 
me, was more fulfilling than any 
trip I have ever made.”

Joining the Bradleys on the 
pilgrimage were fellow St. John 
the Evangelist parishioners 
Lynne and Brad Henricks and  

Fr. Charles Hoffmann, who now 
serves St. Joseph-Holy Family 
Parish in Phlox after decades 
at St. John’s. Also on the trip 
were Srs. Dolores Demulling, 
Jean Bricco and Adele Demull-
ing, members of the Religious 

Hospitallers of St. Joseph.
Each member of the group 

came away with unique impres-
sions.

Our full story appears in the Oct. 
9 issue.
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pilgrimage was ‘life changing’
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BY JEFF KUROWSKI | THE COMPASS

GREEN BAY — Dick Bennett stood at mid-
court in Notre Dame Academy’s Schneider 
Triton Center, but the coaching legend was not 
there to talk basketball. While he did weave 
the sport into parts of his talk, Bennett’s mes-
sage at the Oct. 8 pep rally — featuring the 
Notre Dame band and pom pons — focused 
on faith and getting to know Jesus Christ.

“Do you recognize what a privilege you have 
going to school here?” Bennett asked the high 

school students. “You don’t have to hide your 
faith. That gets bigger as you get older. You 
can talk about it. You can worship. You can 
say a prayer; you can debate the issues. If you 
were somewhere else, you couldn’t do that.”

Bennett explained that, in his first season 
coaching at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison, he was almost fired for arranging 
for voluntary Sunday services in the locker 
room. He was required to attend a seminar on 
separation of church and state.

“If you believe in Jesus Christ, you become 

what St. Peter called ‘a foreigner in the land,’” 
said Bennett, who also coached collegiately 
at UW-Stevens Point, UW-Green Bay and 
Washington State. “Have you ever thought of 
yourselves in that way?”

He added that believers should follow 
what Christ said about being called to be in 
the world, but not of the world. Living in a 
competitive world makes this difficult, he 
explained.

Our full story appears in the Oct. 16 issue.

FRANKLY,
FRANCIS

@Pontifex
Follow Him On

In these decades, in truth, 
the church has been neither 
insensitive nor lazy. Thanks 
to the in-depth analysis 
performed by pastors, led 
and guided by my predeces-
sors, the awareness has truly 
grown that it is necessary to 
have a fraternal and attentive 
welcome, in love and in truth, 
of the baptized who have es-
tablished a new relationship of 
cohabitation after the failure of 
the marital sacrament; in fact, 
these persons are by no means 
excommunicated — they are 
not excommunicated! — and 
they should absolutely not be 
treated as such: they are still a 
part of the church. 

+ Pope Francis, 
Aug. 5, 2015

November 2015

Coaching legend Dick Bennett tells NDA students to ‘become like Christ’

SUBMITTED PHOTO | SPECIAL TO THE COMPASS

Eight Catholics from Antigo were part of the Green Bay Dio-
cese’s pilgrimage to the World Meeting of Families in Phila-
delphia last month. Pictured with Bishop David Ricken at 
Daylesford Abbey in Paoli, Penn., are, from back row left: Fr. 
Charles Hoffmann, Laurel and Tom Bradley, Brad and Lynne 
Henricks; front row, Srs. Dolores Demulling, Adele Demulling 
and Jean Bricco.
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TWO INVITATIONS

In December, I will send 
to every Catholic household 
in the diocese an invitation 
to dedicate their home and 
those in it to the Holy Family. 
In addition, I will also send 
an image of the Holy Family 
to every household, along 
with a prayer of dedication so 
that we all can dedicate our 
families to the Holy Family. 
I will include, as well, some 

prayers that you can pray together.
In June 2016, we will be celebrating the 

160th anniversary of the devotion to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. I will again be sending 
a mailing to every household in the diocese 
with a beautiful image of the Sacred Heart and 
asking every person in the diocese to conse-
crate his/her life and discipleship to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus.

Next month: Resources for your Household.
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SHOULD KNOW 

All Souls Day

PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1 November is the month of All 
Souls. On Nov. 2, we celebrate a 

feast in “Commemoration of all the 
Faithful Departed.”

2 The church asks us to especially 
pray for the souls of the dead  

during November and suggests visit to 
cemeteries during the month.

3 An example of praying for the souls 
of the dead can be found in the Old 

Testament in the Second Book of Mac-
cabees: (12:42-49).

 

4 During the sixth century, the Bene-
dictines marked a day of prayer for 

the dead at Pentecost.

5 St. Odilo (962-1049) gets credit 
for moving the feast to Nov. 2, at 

least for the monks in the abbeys of 
his order: the Cluniacs. It later became 
universal practice.

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples 
on the Way
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What a difference a pack of diapers makes
BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

ALLOUEZ — A woman decides to choose life 
and has her baby. Then what?

Her baby needs diapers, at the cost of $30 
to $40 for a month’s supply, and the rent is 
due.

“We are pro-life, so we need to be helping 
the women after they make life-affirming deci-
sions,” said Celia McKee, Dignity of Human 
Life coordinator for the Diocese of Green Bay. 
“So we will support them with their basic 
needs, such as diapers. We know there are a 
lot of people in poverty or close to poverty that 

need our help. If they can’t afford the basic 
things, we aren’t doing our calling to live the 
corporal works of mercy.”

With that aim in mind, Catholic Charities and 
the Living Justice Department of the diocese 
are working together on their first, diocesan-
wide diaper drive. It began on Aug. 24 and 
runs through Oct. 4, Respect Life Sunday. Peo-
ple can drop off diapers at Catholic Charities 
locations in Green Bay and Appleton, as well 
as at several crisis pregnancy centers across 
northeast Wisconsin. Additionally, several 
parishes are holding diaper drives, including 
Stella Maris in northern Door County.

High school religious education students and confirmation candidates from Most 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Oshkosh, met at Bella Medical Clinic on Oct. 3 for the 
clinic’s 12th annual fundraiser and two-mile Walk for Life. Bella Medical Clinic is 
a Christ-centered pregnancy help center offering medical pregnancy testing and 
obstetrical ultrasound.
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