
By Sam Lucero | FOr The COmpass

GREEN BAY — Gratitude sum-
marized the message delivered 
to members of the public safety 
profession during the annual 
Blue Mass celebrated Sept. 18 
at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral. 

Bishop David Ricken, along 
with five priests (Frs. Dan 
Felton, Richard Getchel, Scott 
Valentyn, Joseph Dorner and 
Antoine Boucheron) and two 
deacons (Tom Mahoney and 
David Parker) presided at the 
liturgy, which was attended by 
numerous uniformed police and 
fire department personnel.

“We join in expressing our 
deepest gratitude to you for 
all of the sacrifices you make 
to put your lives in danger in 
defense of the public good,” 
said Bishop Ricken during his 
homily. He said the service, 
attended by Catholics and non-
Catholics, was an opportunity 
for community members “to 
say thank you. … I am hoping 
people will not take you for 
granted, but recognize that 
you and your families make 
tremendous sacrifices to serve 
us and to keep us safe and to 

keep peace flourishing through 
our communities.”

Bishop Ricken offered a brief 
history of the Blue Mass. He 
said the first Blue Mass was 
celebrated on Sept. 29, 1934, by 
Fr. Thomas Dade, founder of the 
Catholic Police and Fire Society, 

at St. Patrick Church in Wash-
ington, D.C. Over the years, and 
especially after 9/11, more church 
leaders around the country are 
sponsoring them annually.

Our full story appears in the 
Sept. 23 issue.
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a time to say thanks
‘Deepest gratitude’ offered to public safety professionals at Blue mass
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STurGeon Bay — There were desserts — lots 
of them — and a standing-room-only crowd of 
laughing, talking, milling people.

They had all come to pay tribute to a fallen 
friend, to rename Corpus Christi’s Life Teen 
coffee house after him — and to announce a 
social media campaign in his memory. 

“I don’t think you know how much Adam 

liked to eat,” quad-parish youth minister 
Sarah Gavin told a chuckling crowd. “That 
is why we said bring lots of desserts. So 
please, eat!”

Adam LaLuzerne was a former parish and 
Life Teen member, and most currently a 
student at St. Norbert College in De Pere. He 
and a college friend, Kurt Ahonen of Suamico, 
drowned in July after being swept off a pier 
near Sheboygan. Another friend, Dylan Abeyta 

of Sturgeon Bay, was also swept into the 
water, but was rescued.

The tears had mostly all been shed weeks ago, 
and the Sept. 1 gathering was a time to share 
memories, friendships and, above all, laughter.

Gavin noted that LaLuzerne had spent a 
lot of time at the coffee house, located in the 
lower level of the parish center.
 
Our full story appears in the Sept. 9 issue.
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Follow Him On

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

There are moments of weari-
ness and disillusion. Thus let us 
remember these words of the 
Lord, which give us so much 
consolation and allow us to under-
stand whether we are placing our 
energy at the service of the good. 
Indeed, at times our weariness is 
caused by placing trust in things 
that are not essential, because we 
have distanced ourselves from 
what really matters in life. The 
Lord teaches us not to be afraid to 
follow Him, because the hope that 
we place in Him will never disap-
point. Thus, we are called to learn 
from Him what it means to live 
on mercy so as to be instruments 
of mercy. Live on mercy so as to 
be instruments of mercy: live on 
mercy and feel needful of Jesus’ 
mercy, and when we feel in need 
of forgiveness, of consolation, let 
us learn to be merciful to others.

+ Pope Francis, 
Sept. 14, 2016

October 2016
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Brown County Sheriff’s Deputy Nate Stevens gets a kiss 
from his daughter, Clair Marie Stevens, 1, during the 
Blue Mass held Sept. 18 at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral 
in Green Bay. Bishop David Ricken, along with several 
diocesan priests, celebrated the Mass in thanksgiving for 
public safety professionals.

parish dedicates Life Teen coffee house to adam LaLuzerne
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In my experience as a pastor and as a bish-
op, I have found that many people love Jesus 
and strive to be good people, but they struggle 
with one (or several) aspects of church teach-
ing, especially regarding the moral life. When 
a pastor or bishop speaks about morality, 
sometimes they are told to “mind your own 
business” or “you have no right to tell me how 

to live my life.” Yet, Pope 
Francis reminds each of us in 
Evangelii Gaudium that “The 
church’s pastors . . . have 
the right to offer opinions in 
all that affects people’s lives, 
since the task of evangeliza-
tion implies and demands the 
integral promotion of each 
human being” (182). 

In our journey as Disciples 
on the Way, I want to focus 
my efforts during this presi-
dential election season on 
discussing the moral life as 

it pertains to how particular issues are treated 
by candidates and public officials. The way 
each of us lives his or her life affects the fam-
ily, the church, society and the common good. 

In discussions on the moral life, I find that 
some individuals do not understand the 
distinctions that exist between and among 
clusters of issues.

In “Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship,” the U.S. bishops comment on 
two major temptations that can block our 
ability to promote and defend human life and 
dignity: 

The first is a moral equivalence that makes 
no ethical distinctions between different kinds 
of issues involving human life and dignity. The 
direct and intentional destruction of innocent 
human life from the moment of conception 
until natural death is always wrong and is not 
just one issue among many. It must always be 
opposed (no. 28).

Here the bishops are clearly stating that 
protection of life and the dignity of the human 
person are foundational to the consideration of 
all else. Without these, especially the protec-
tion of human life, all other treatments of the 
human person become relative and circum-
stantial. 

The second is the misuse of these neces-
sary moral distinctions as a way of dismissing 
or ignoring other serious threats to human life 
and dignity. The current and projected extent 
of environmental degradation has become a 
moral crisis, especially because it poses a risk 
to humanity in the future and threatens the 
lives of poor and vulnerable human persons 
here and now. 

Read the entire column in the Sept. 23 issue.
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 things you 
should know 

The rosary
PaTricia KaSTen | The COmpass

1 The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is 
Oct. 7. The feast dates to the Battle of 

Lepanto on Oct. 7, 1571.

2 The Joyful Mysteries are tradition-
ally prayed on Mondays. They offer 

reflection on the Incarnation and Jesus’ 
childhood.

3 The Sorrowful Mysteries are prayed on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, and most days 

in Lent. They present Jesus’ suffering and 
death, the first half of the Paschal Mystery.

4 The Glorious Mysteries are recited on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and most 

Sundays. The Glorious Mysteries reflect 
on the second half of the Paschal Mystery, 
the Resurrection and Ascension, as well as 
the Assumption and Coronation of Mary.

5 The Luminous Mysteries, added in 
2002 by St. John Paul II, are prayed 

on Thursdays. They honor Jesus’ ministry.
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Children from St. James Parish in Cooperstown tie fleece blankets to donate to St. Vin-
cent Hospital’s Pediatric Unit in Green Bay during the parish’s Vacation Bible School. 
For more than 25 years, children have gathered at St. James Church for a week-long, 
themed adventure that combines fun and faith. This year, 63 children participated.

Faithful citizenship: The moral life
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