
After successful career in sales, Packers assistant 
David Raih found his way back to football

BY JEFF KUROWSKI | THE COMPASS

GREEN BAY — Packers offensive assistant David 
Raih (pronounced “rye”) keeps a note in his Lam-
beau Field office. It reads “God will not bless what 
you do not do. God blesses doers.”

Subscribing to this message has worked for Raih, 
now in his second year in Green Bay. Guided by 
faith, he has followed his instincts and taken risks 
on a journey from an unfulfilling path to the NFL.

Raih, 35, grew up in Edina, Minn., as the fourth 
eldest of five boys in a very athletic family. His 
father, Tom, an orthopedic surgeon from humble 
begin-
nings who 
coached his 
sons in youth 
sports, scored more than 1,000 
points as a college basketball player. His 
mother, Mollie, a teacher, was a Rocky Mountain 
ski instructor. 

Raih attended Catholic schools, including St. 
Thomas Academy in 
St. Paul, where he was 
a standout high school 
quarterback and a mem-
ber of the Cadets’ state 
championship basketball 
team as a junior. His prep 
success on the gridiron 

led him to the University of Iowa to play for the 
Hawkeyes. He climbed the depth chart to become 
the backup quarterback in Iowa City. Unfortunate-
ly, his college career was cut short due to an injury 
to his throwing arm. “My career is not a big injury 
story,” said Raih. “That (college) was the best I 
was going to be. It was difficult. I had been playing 
since I was in the fourth grade. When anything 
ends, it’s tough.”

Raih graduated with a degree in finance and 
received a job offer.

When Raih returned to Minnesota for Christmas in 
2007, he had made up his mind 

that he was not going to 
continue in sales.

“I flew back to LA on Dec. 
29,” he explained. “Rick 

Neuheisel is hired as the 
new coach at UCLA. 

I’m sitting in my 
apartment and 
the announce-
ment is made. 
I immediately 
stood up. I 
was going to 
do whatever it 
took to get into 
coaching.”

Our full story 
appears in 
the Sept. 25 
issue.
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BY NANCY BARTHEL | FOR THE COMPASS

ALLOUEZ — What would Elizabeth Gomez 
and Alberto Castro say to Pope Francis if they 
had the opportunity?

“Dear Pope Francis, we are very grateful 
and thankful to God to receive a home that has 
been built in your honor. We want you to know 
that we always keep you in our prayers.”

It was a picture-perfect Sunday morning 
Sept. 13 as Bishop David Ricken offered God’s 
blessings upon the Castro-Gomez family and 

their brand new home on Green Bay’s east side.
Officially, this is Home #86 built by the 

Greater Green Bay Habitat for Humanity.
But there is far more to the story.
Last May, the ground was broken on the 1,094- 

square-foot three-bedroom house, which will 
always be known as the “Pope Francis House.”

An unexpected contact last year started the 
wheels in motion on the Pope Francis House. 
An anonymous donor had selected Green Bay 
as one of the many Habitat for Humanity com-
munities where over the past couple of years 

a donation of $60,000 toward a Habitat home 
has been made in honor of Pope Francis.

It is obvious that Habitat for Humanity’s mis-
sion statement struck a chord with the person 
who has chosen to make these nationwide 
donations, said Cora Haltaufderheid, execu-
tive director of the Green Bay Area Habitat for 
Humanity. She noted that about 10 Habitat 
homes will be built around the country in 
honor of Pope Francis in 2015.

Our full story appears in the Sept. 18 issue.
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Follow Him On

In the family, everything is con-
nected: when her soul is wounded 
in some way, the infection spreads 
to everyone. And when a man and 
a woman, who have committed 
to being “one flesh” and form-
ing a family, think obsessively of 
their own need for freedom and 
gratification, this bias affects the 
hearts and lives of their children in 
a profound way. Frequently these 
children hide to cry alone. ... If we 
think of the harshness with which 
Jesus admonishes adults not to 
scandalize the little ones — we 
heard the Gospel passage (cf. Mt 
18:6) — we can also better un-
derstand his words on the serious 
responsibility to guard the marital 
bond that gives rise to the human 
family (cf. Mt 19:6-9).  

+ Pope Francis, 
June 24, 2015

October 2015

Just in time for papal visit, Pope Francis House completed

Packers assistant 
David Raih works the 
sideline. Raih’s duties 
include working with 
the offensive line. 
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KEEPING SUNDAY HOLY

The highest and most 
important form of prayer is 
the Sunday Mass. This is 
not just a suggestion; this 
is absolutely necessary to 
sustain us in our faith. The 
church requires Sunday Mass 
attendance under the pain of 
sin, because the Lord himself 
requires that we “keep holy 
the Lord’s day.”

I recommend that you read 
the Gospel for the coming Sunday together 
at home before Sunday Mass so you will be 
prepared to understand and to enter more 
deeply into the beauty of the Sunday Mass. The 
coming Sunday’s Gospel reading you can easily 
find online at the U.S. bishops’ conference web-
site, www.usccb.org. When you give God the 
first hours of the first day of the week, Sunday, 

everything else will begin to fall in proper order. 
This will also help to encourage you and your 
family to rest and enjoy time together before 
the week begins and the busy pace of life picks 
up again. One very simple way to encourage 
greater reverence for Sunday and the need for 
sacred rest is to limit “screen” time, whether it 
is on the television, computer or smart devices. 
Instead, try to observe some times for silence, 
reading and prayer or enjoy some time outside 
walking or just being together and talking.

Next month: Two invitations.
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 THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

about St. Francis of Assisi

PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1 Francis, whose feast day is Oct. 4, 
was born in Assisi in either 1181 or 

1182. He died there on Oct. 3, 1226.

 2 He was baptized “Giovanni “(John 
in Italian). Later, his father started 

calling him “Francesco,” which meant 
“Frenchman.”

3 Francis founded the Order of Friars 
Minor (now called the Franciscans) 

and the Poor Clares (along with St. Clare).
 

4 He wanted to be a knight and 
went to war twice: once he was 

captured and ransomed; the second 
time, he was turned back by a dream 
from God.

5 His love of animals has many tales, 
including preaching to a flock of 

birds. It was immortalized in a painting 
by Giotto di Bondone: “The Sermon of 
the Birds” in the Basilica of St. Francis 
of Assisi.

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples 
on the Way
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Parish sponsors ‘Women of Great Outdoors’ retreat
BY JAYE ALDERSON | FOR THE COMPASS

PLAINFIELD — Deacon Jim Trzinski of St. 
Paul Parish seeks many different ways of con-
necting people’s faith with their everyday lives.

“There’s more to the Catholic faith than just 
inside the four walls of the church,” he said. 
“We can do outside things with a faith story 
in mind.”

With this tenet in mind, Deacon Trzinski is 
offering the parish’s first Women in the Great 
Outdoors retreat on Sept. 26. It follows in the 
footsteps of the bow-hunting retreats that he 
started offering for men and their sons last year.

“As the women in our parish started to see 
the excitement from the men, they asked me if 
I could do something along that line for them,” 
he said.

Fr. Joel Jores, left, who serves the Keshena, Neopit and Gresham parishes, was wel-
comed at Fr. Dave Barrett Hall in Keshena on Sept. 20. Philippine delicacies, such as 
pancit (noodle dish), and desserts capped the joyous occasion for Filipinos in north-
east Wisconsin and parishioners in the area. Pictured with Fr. Jores are Rose Belgado, 
event organizer, and Fr. Luke Ferris, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in Shawano.
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