
IN
 T

HE

‘Selfi es’ link priest, young adults
Fr. Blahnik: ‘If the boss (Pope Francis) is doing it, I guess it’s OK’

www.thecompassnews.org | www.gbdioc.org

Welcome to Compass in the Bulletin

BY JAYE ALDERSON | FOR THE COMPASS

OSHKOSH — As the Catholic 
Campus Ministry director at 
the Newman Center on the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
campus, Fr. Jason Blahnik is 
always looking for new ways 
to engage young people and 
attract them to his Catholic 
ministry.

This summer, he discovered 
an engaging new one. While 
walking alongside the Fox River 
on a hot day, he was struck by 
the humor of a sign warning, 
“Danger, thin ice.” He thought, 
“I bet people would get a good 
laugh out of this.” He took a 
“selfi e” — a photo of himself — 
with the sign and posted it on 
his Facebook page.

The selfi e prompted the 
amused response he had hoped 
for from students who were not 
on campus for the summer. He 
then started posting selfi es of 
himself near UW-Oshkosh land-
marks that the absent students 
would recognize.

“It’s a chance to communicate 
with them in a little bit different 
way than normal,” Fr. Blahnik 
said.

And how is it going over 
with the students? Fr. Blahnik 
obligingly asked for a nearby 
student’s opinion and got an 
enthusiastic response. “They 
think I’m the best, apparently,” 

he reported wryly.
In the back of his mind, Fr. 

Blahnik’s current approach was 
infl uenced by the popular selfi es 
being taken with Pope Francis. 
“If the boss is doing it, I guess 
it’s OK,” Fr. Blahnik said.

To read full story, subscribe to 
The Compass.

This week, your parish is introducing a new 
bulletin insert provided by The Compass, your 
diocesan newspaper.

Every month, this insert will include ab-
breviated stories that fi rst appeared in The 
Compass. It will also feature excerpts from 
talks given by Pope Francis — a feature we 
call “Frankly, Francis.” 

On the back page, we bring you a message 
from Bishop David Ricken, along with a “Top 
5” list of things that we hope will inform, 
inspire and educate you. 

In addition, we are inviting parishes to submit 
a photo that may be used in our “Parish Snap-
Shot” feature. Digital photos (with a resolution 
of at least 200 pixels) should capture a parish-
related activity and include a brief caption. See 
the back page for submission information.

If you like what you see, take advantage of 
the subscription form on the back page and 
start a subscription to The Compass. There is 
no easier or less expensive way for Catholics 
to stay updated with their church than with a 
subscription to The Compass.

Did you know we publish 42 times a year 
and offer local, national and international news 
and feature stories? We also publish inspiring 
columns that address topics like Sunday Scrip-
ture readings, stewardship, family life, church 
history and current events.

The Compass in the Bulletin is an oppor-
tunity to introduce Catholics in the pews to 
their diocesan newspaper. We hope you like 
what you read. Send us an email (compass 
news@gbdioc.org) and let us know what 
you think. 
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Fr. Jason Blahnik, Catholic Campus Ministry director at the UW-
Oshkosh Newman Center, takes a group selfi e with students at the 
Newman Center.

FRANKLY,
FRANCIS

@Pontifex
Follow Him On

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The love of God precedes 
everything. God is always fi rst. He 
arrives before us, he precedes us. 
... Always anticipating us. And this 
is called love, because God always 
waits for us.

“But Father, I don’t believe this, 
because if you only knew, Father, 
my life was so horrible, how can I 
think that God is waiting  for me?”

God is waiting for you. And if 
you were a great sinner, he is 
waiting for you even more and  
waiting for you with great love, be-
cause he is fi rst. This is the beauty 
of the church, who leads us to 
this God who is waiting for us! He 
precedes Abraham, he precedes 
even Adam. 

+ Pope Francis, 
June 18, 2014
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Have a photo to share? Email your it 
to us (subject header “Parish Snap-
shot) at compassnews@gbdioc.org. 

THE PASTORAL LETTER AND THE NEW 
EVANGELIZATION

In 2011, I published a pastoral let-
ter, entitled “Parishes: Called to be Holy, 
Fully Engaged and Fully Alive,” which was a 
refl ection of a diocesan process we used to 
ascertain from the people of God, the needs 

and desires of their hearts.
The pastoral letter also 

asked how we, as a diocese, 
might respond to these 
needs and desires. I am 
very proud of all of you 
in pastoral leadership as 
more and more people are 
responding to this letter. 
This letter will continue to 
guide our ministry efforts 
through 2016 and beyond. 
Within the framework of 

this letter, we are well positioned in the dio-
cese to assimilate the pope’s new direction 
for the church.

This process will be called “Disciples on 
the Way.” In the story of the Road to Em-
maus, in St. John’s Gospel, the disciples 
came to understand who the stranger was 
who was walking with them as he explained 
the meaning of the Word and as they broke 
bread together. We are now on the way of 
the New Evangelization, learning from Our 
Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the church 
what it means to be a disciple. It is a six-year 
journey of prayer, preaching, teaching and 
growing in faith, that will help us not neces-
sarily to do more, but to be more; to be more 
like Jesus in all aspects of our lives, work 
and ministries.

Parish SNAPSHOT
Fr. Joseph Dorner, pastor of St. John 
the Evangelist Parish in Green Bay, 
offers a blessing over parish youth as 
they prepare for a children’s liturgy 
during a recent Sunday Mass.
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“Blue moon
You saw me standing alone
Without a dream in my heart
Without a love of my own.”
Christine De Wan em-

braces both the song and the 
scientifi c phenomena associ-
ated with blue moons as she 
comes to terms with the loss 
of her oldest child, Evan De 
Wan, who died in a car crash 
over Labor Day Weekend 2012 
in Madison.

The accident occurred 
during the blue moon hours 
that began on Aug. 31 and 
continued until the moon 

disappeared from view on 
Sept. 1, 2012. The blue moon 
has become inspirational to 
the De Wan family.

The song and grief they 
felt losing son Evan goes on 
for another verse. But the 
De Wans, with God’s help, 
continue their lives without 
him, growing happier with 
the life they have day by day, 
richer than ever in their faith 
in God. Chris believes that 
“God doesn’t waste anything. 
He is using Evan’s death to 
touch a lot of people.”

To read full story, subscribe 
to The Compass.

TO SEE MORE STORIES LIKE THIS, SUBSCRIBE TO THE COMPASS.

5 things you need 
to know about: 

Baptism
The feast of the Baptism of the Lord will 
be celebrated on Jan. 11 in 2015.

11Baptism is one of the three sacra-
ments of initiation; the other two are 

confi rmation and holy Communion. 

22 The Sacrament of Baptism can only 
be received once in your lifetime — 

even if you were fi rst baptized in another 
Christian denomination.

33 Baptism can be done by immersion 
or infusion (pouring).

44 In an emergency, anyone — 
even a non-baptized person — 

can baptize someone.

55The words for the Sacrament of 
Baptism (the form) are: “I baptize you 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.”

— Patricia Kasten  
Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples Disciples 
on the Wayon the Way

Blue moon offers solace to Green Bay mom

 ☛ Submit your snapshotSubmit your snapshot
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Christine De Wan holds a 
framed high school gradua-
tion photo of her son Evan, 
who died in a car accident in 
2012.

Name ________________________

Address ______________________

City _________________________

State _________________________

Zip __________________________

Phone ________________________

Parish ________________________

Please mail $23 payment to:

P.O. Box 8474
Carol Stream, IL  60197-8474

For faster service, call:
920-272-8208 or

Toll-free 877-500-3580, Ext. 8208
E-mail: compasscirc@gbdioc.org
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