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GiLLETT — Alicia Garza gets to 
Mass whenever one is made 
available to the migrant workers 
at the Seneca Foods Corporation 
canning plant.

Garza, who has been coming 
to Wisconsin to work for 14 sea-
sons from her home in Monter-
rey, Mexico, said that if a priest 
is willing to come celebrate 
Mass, she can make the effort 
to be part of the celebration.

The mother of three and grand-
mother of nine, she offered four 
simple words for her faithfulness: 
“Because I love Jesus.”

Garza was one of more than 
100 migrant laborers who took 
advantage July 21 of what in 
the past few years has become 
a tradition, a “welcome picnic” 
prepared and served by parishio-
ners of St. John the Evangelist, 
Gillett, and St. Michael, Suring 
and Chute Pond.

A New Genesis Sr. Marla Cler-
cx, pastoral leader of the Gillett, 
Suring and Chute Pond parishes, 
said the welcome picnic “is just 
a way for us to help the workers 
know they are an important part 
of our community. It’s also a way 

for us to know faces, so when 
we see them downtown we can 
interact with them.”

The picnic was held under a 
pavilion near housing on the Sen-
eca campus that the company 
provides for the majority of the 
more that 130 migrant workers 
it employs during the canning 
season, typically from mid-June 

through late September or early 
October. Food was served from 3 
to 6 p.m. so that workers on night 
shift could have a meal before 
they began their shift, and those 
on the day shift could take part as 
they got off work.

Our full story appears in the 
July 29 issue.
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migrant workers offered food for body, soul
Gillett, suring Catholics provide ‘welcome picnic’ to more than 100 laborers
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sTURGEon Bay — Fr. Tony Birdsall led with 
his smile on Aug. 2 as he stepped through the 
newly opened gate of Corpus Christi Parish’s 
prayer and reflection garden named in his 
honor.

The 82-year-old senior priest, who was 
celebrating his birthday that day, joined with the 
pastor, Fr. Carl Schmitt, to bless the just-com-

pleted garden. The spot is intended for people of 
all faiths who want a quiet place to seek God.

“It was so humbling that words cannot 
describe what was in my mind when I was 
told the garden would be named for me,” Fr. 
Birdsall told the 200 people who had gath-
ered for the Mass, dedication ceremony and 
the social that followed.

Fr. Birdsall served as pastor at Corpus 
Christi from 1987-2008, and still fills in at 

Masses there and around Door County.
The idea for the garden, which contains 

benches inscribed with the Stations of the 
Cross and two memorial walls, began about 
18 months ago when a group of parishioners 
approached Fr. Schmitt about needing a 
quiet, reflective space to encourage people 
to deepen their relationship with God.

 
Our full story appears in the Aug. 12 issue.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The new generation of young 
people, the heirs and successors 
continuing the pilgrimage begun by 
St John Paul II, has given a response 
to today’s challenge, they have given 
the sign of hope, and this sign is 
called fraternity. Because, precisely 
in this world at war, fraternity is 
needed, closeness is needed, dia-
logue is needed, friendship is needed. 

Young people once again an-
swered the call: they came from 
all over the world. They speak dif-
ferent languages but they manage 
to understand one another! Why? 
Because they have this willingness 
to go together, to build bridges of 
fraternity. An emblematic image 
of World Youth Day is the expanse 
of multicolored flags waved by the 
young people, and even the flags of 
nations at war with each other wave 
near each other. This is beautiful!

 
+ Pope Francis, 

Aug. 3, 2016

September 2016
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Gayle Seidl, left, a member of St. John the Evangelist Parish in 
Gillett, was one of several people who served migrant work-
ers at a welcome picnic July 21, both before they began their 
work shifts at Seneca canning and after they finished. 

sturgeon Bay parish dedicates prayer garden in honor of retired pastor, Fr. Tony Birdsall
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In my conversations with family, friends 
and colleagues, I find that the vast majority 
of individuals are at a loss during this presi-
dential campaign season. Many are also tired 
of the negative rhetoric, and because of it, 
have decided that they will just “choose the 
lesser of two evils.” Yet, as followers of Jesus 
devoted to building communities of disciple-

ship, our faith calls us to 
more than just the “lesser 
of two evils.” Our faith calls 
us to build God’s kingdom 
of justice, love and peace 
here on earth, which sounds 
admirable, but how do we as 
Catholics do that with two 
imperfect candidates?

First and foremost, as 
disciples of Jesus, we must 
begin with prayer.

Second, remember that “… 
participation in political life 
is a moral obligation,” (FCFC 

13), but that participation requires “a well-
formed conscience,” (FCFC 17). Forming one’s 
conscience is not something that can be done 
overnight. It is an on-going lifelong process, and 
one that each Catholic voter should take seri-
ously. It requires a desire to embrace goodness 
and truth (because it is God’s voice revealing 
that truth) by studying sacred Scripture and the 

teaching of the church, an examination of facts, 
information and the choices surrounding them 
and most importantly, prayerful reflection to 
discern the will of God.

Third, faithful citizenship, like conscience 
formation, is a year-round effort. This effort is 
even more important in the coming months 
ahead because both candidates have stances 
that are contrary to Catholic moral and social 
teaching. Therefore, regardless of who wins 
the election, Catholics will need to actively 
engage in public life after Nov. 8 in order to 
discuss our beliefs and values with a legislator 
who is not intimately familiar with them.

Finally, for more information, I would 
encourage you to read Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship, which was approved 
by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
in 2015. Faithful Citizenship does not offer 
direction on how to vote, tell Catholics who to 
vote for or offer guidance on which candidate 
or party best reflects the church’s moral 
framework. Instead, it affirms the positive role 
of the church and Catholics in political life, 
shares church teaching as a moral framework 
to help assess issues, political platforms, and 
campaigns and summarizes church teaching 
on some of the important issues that face our 
communities and world today.

May almighty God bless you during this 
conscience formation process!
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Twin saints
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1 Sept. 26 is the feast day of Cosmas 
and Damian. The two were born in 

Syria and both became doctors. They 
were martyred in 287 A.D.

2 Benedict and Scholastica were frater-
nal twins. Benedict of Nursia founded 

the Benedictine order. His sister also led a 
consecrated life. Tradition says they died 
about a month apart, in 547 A.D.

3 While no twin is named, Scripture says 
St. Thomas was also called Didymus, a 

Greek name that means “twin.”

4 Crispin and Crispinian were third 
century martyrs who lived in France. 

They are patron saints of cobblers.

5 Gervase and Protase were twin sons 
of martyrs. They were also martyred 

together in the second century and are 
patrons of Milan, Italy.
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St. Gregory Catholic School in St. Nazianz held its annual Vacation Bible School in 
July. In the above photo, St. John the Baptist, portrayed by Simon Olig, and Jesus 
(Preston Frost) re-enact a scene from Scripture: “Prophets foretell the light of the 
world.” 

at a loss this campaign season?

BishoP’s
coRnER  
Bishop david
ricken


