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GreeN BAy — Tom Mayhew 
spins the rear tire of a bicycle se-
cured firmly on a repair rack. The 
rotations cause a grinding noise. 
Mayhew, tools in hand, exam-
ines the derailleur and makes a 
slight adjustment. The next tire 
spin is smooth and steady. The 
bicycle is ready for the road; 
ready to provide a means of 
travel and more independence to 
a homeless person in the city.

Spokes 4 Hope, a bicycle 
repair program in cooperation 
with St. John the Evangelist 
Homeless Shelter, is back in 
service. The program, which 
opened in the St. John the Evan-
gelist Church rectory garage 
last September, was shut down 
during the winter months and 
has since reopened in a space in 
the rectory basement. Spokes 4 
Hope grew out of a conversation 
between Tony Pichler and Paula 
Rieder, members of the ministry 
team at the homeless shelter.

“Many times, for people on the 
streets, bikes are their primary 
mode of transportation. A year 
and a half ago, we were talking 
about how many bikes were 

sitting in the racks here at St. 
John’s in disrepair,” said Pichler, 
co-director of the Norbertine 
Center for Spirituality in De Pere. 
“What would it take to get a bike 
repair program started? How can 
we get those bikes back in good 
repair and give people back the 
mobility that they need?”

The program got off to a 
good start, in part through a 

generous donation. 
“I met a woman named Donna 

Marie. I don’t even know her last 
name,” explained Rieder, coordi-
nator of pastoral ministry at St. 
Raphael the Archangel Parish in 
Oshkosh. “She said, ‘I have some 
bikes, can you use them?’ 

Our full story appears in the 
July 1 issue.
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homeless shelter puts wheels in motion
st. John the evangelist homeless shelter volunteers create spokes 4 hope 
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oshKosh — Unity among Christians was a 
common theme at Lifest 2016. Bishop David 
Ricken not only celebrated Mass on Sunday 
morning, he preached at the unity/evangeli-
cal worship service held for Christians of 
every denomination.

After a bit of a wet start, the sounds of Lifest 
could once again be heard throughout the 

Sunnyview Expo Center in Oshkosh. Featuring 
artists such as TobyMac, For King & Country 
and Matt Maher, Lifest 2016, held July 7-10, 
marked its 18th anniversary as a festival. This 
annual four-day Christian concert draws in 
people from all over the diocese and the state.

Bishop Ricken, joined by Fr. Jason Blahnik, 
celebrated Mass on Sunday morning at the Lifest 
grounds. Deacon John Ingala was deacon of the 
Mass. Music was led by Building Permit and the 

Emmanuel Choir from St. Mary Parish in Apple-
ton. A special blessing was held before Mass.

As was a common theme at Lifest, Bishop 
Ricken’s homily highlighted unity among 
Christians. “It’s a beautiful spirit of humanism 
that we can gather with all these other Christian 
people of different denominations and evangeli-
cals and share and praise and honor Jesus.”

 
Our full story appears in the July 15 issue.
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Follow Him On

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Due to changes in our globalized 
world, certain material and spiritual 
forms of poverty have multiplied: 
let us give space, therefore, to the 
imaginings of charity so as to find 
new ways of working. In this way, 
the way of mercy will become more 
and more concrete. It is necessary 
therefore, that we remain as vigilant 
as watchmen. 

Focus on Jesus, see Jesus in the 
hungry, in prisoners, in the sick, in the 
naked, in those who don’t have work 
and need to lead their family forward. 
See Jesus in these people, see Jesus 
in those who are lonely, sad, in those 
who have made mistakes and need 
counsel, in those who need to walk 
with Him in silence so that they feel 
accompanied. These are the works 
that Jesus asks of us! To see Jesus 
in them, in these people. This is the 
way Jesus sees me, sees all of us. 

+ Pope Francis, 
June 30, 2016

August 2016
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Tony Pichler and Mike Dockry, members of the homeless 
shelter’s ministry team, replace the rear tire on a bicycle. 

praising God in the puddles: lifest flooded with prayer, song 



 S
ub

sc
ri

be
: S

av
e 

$ 5
 N

OW
!

The odds of having a loved one who is no 
longer practicing his or her Catholic faith are 
high. One in 13 Americans describe themselves 
as “former Catholics.” This may mean that they 
are no longer attending Mass but they might 
still have a tenuous connection to Catholicism 
in terms of a lingering religious identity. I want 

to make you mindful of 
avoiding language which is 
damaging and hurtful.

“Once you leave, you 
can’t come back”

Not only is this statement 
not true, it implies that 
we — rather than the will 
of God — are in control of 
a person’s life. Many who 
leave the Church state that 
they are scared to come 
back because they are afraid 

of judgement and condemnation from family 
members, friends and parish staff. If someone 
is brave enough to come back to the Catholic 
Church we should be as compassionate and 
understanding as we can be. Remember the 
parable of the Prodical Son? The Father waited 
for the son and welcomed him back with open 
arms. So should we. 

“God doesn’t love you anymore”
A teenager told her mother that she didn’t 

know if she believed in God any more. Her 

mother responded “if you don’t come to Church 
and practice your faith, God won’t love you 
anymore”. God’s grace, regardless of whether 
we see it or not, is still active and working in 
a person’s life. The call to eternal life, the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church tells us, comes 
“totally from God’s decision” and surpasses “all 
power of human intellect and will”. (CCC1998). 
God does love us and will always love us. 

“You are going to Hell” 
Few, if anyone, has ever been converted to 

Catholicism by angry finger wagging judgmen-
talism. We cannot be united to God unless 
we freely choose to love him (CCC1033).  We 
might not agree with the road a loved one is 
walking but we are called to pray for them and 
at the right time to challenge them in love to 
help them grow. God predestines no one to go 
to hell (CCC1037) and neither should we.

 A far better statement to those who are 
away from the Church is to live a life of faith 
that is a shining beacon and witness to Christ. 
They might not listen to what you say, but 
they will notice what you do. Be consistently 
Catholic and do so with joy and love in your 
heart! That in itself speaks volumes.

See full column in our July 15 issue.

Stanz is director of the diocesan Department 
of New Evangelization.
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 things you 
should know 

emperors and kings
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1 August was named for Augustus Cae-
sar, by vote of the Roman Senate, in 

30 B.C. During Augustus’ reign (27 B.C.-14 
A.D.) Jesus was born.

2 Tiberius Caesar (14-37 A.D.) appoint-
ed Pontius Pilate procurator of Judea 

(26-37 A.D.). Pilate ordered Jesus’ death.

3 Herod the Great was King of Judea 
when Jesus was born. He rebuilt the 

Second Temple — which Jesus knew well 
— in Jerusalem. It was destroyed in 70 A.D.

4 Peter and Paul were martyred in 
Rome during the reign of Nero Caesar 

(54-68 A.D.), who began persecuting 
Christians in 64 A.D., after the great Fire 
of Rome.

5 Constantine, who became Caesar in 
306 A.D., signed the Edict of Milan in 

313. It ended persecution of Christians.
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St. Francis Solanus Parish in Gresham celebrated its 135th anniversary on Sunday, 
July 17. The celebration began with Mass and was followed by a potluck social in the 
parish hall. 

Three things never to say to ‘former Catholics’
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for GrAce  
Julianne stanz


