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APPLETON — Melissa Friese 
loves the outdoors, so she is 
thankful for the camping, white-
water rafting, rock climbing and 
zip lining outings as a member 
of Venture Crew 9135. The 2016 
Kimberly High School graduate 
also appreciates the opportunity 
Scouting has given her to grow 
in her faith. Friese, a member 
of Holy Spirit Parish, Kimberly/
Darboy, recently completed 
the requirements for the Pope 
Pius XII religious emblem and 
received the honor at a June 5 
ceremony.

The Pope Pius XII award chal-
lenges Scouts to explore states 
of life — married, single and 
ordained — and occupations in 
relation to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church.

“We have this workbook with 
seven chapters,” explained Fri-
ese. “Each chapter has a theme. 
I read Scripture related to each 
chapter and discussed it with 
Mr. (Andrew) Reimer, my men-
tor. The award mainly focuses 
on how you can integrate faith 
with everyday life.”

Friese was also required to inter-

view people involved in ministry. 
Her subjects included Fr. Bob Kol-
lath, Holy Spirit pastor; Franciscan 
Sr. Elise Cholewinski, director of 
religious education; and Sarah 
Elmer, youth ministry coordinator.

“It was really interesting,” 
said Friese. “I also interviewed 
volunteers from the parish. I 
asked them how they became 

involved with the church and 
how it impacts their lives.”

A retreat was also needed 
to complete the Pope Pius XII 
award process. Friese took part 
in an offering by Catholic Youth 
Expeditions in Door County.

Our full story appears in the 
June 17 issue.
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Teen receives top religious scout award
melissa Friese is first girl in diocese to earn pope pius XII award 
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By sam lucero | The Compass

GREEN BAY — Green Bay youth are making 
history while honoring the Blessed Mother.

The inaugural “Fatima Youth Assembly” was 
held June 12 at SS. Peter and Paul Church, with 
the hope of serving as a model and catalyst for 
Catholic youth throughout the United States.

About 45 youth and adults from several lo-
cal parishes turned out for the youth assembly, 

which featured an outdoor rosary procession, 
a talk on the message of Fatima, as well as 
skits and snacks.

According to Michael Lee, faith formation 
facilitator at SS. Peter and Paul Parish, the par-
ish is home of the Green Bay diocesan division 
of the World Apostolate of Fatima-USA and 
Franciscan Fr. Anthony Cirignani, pastor, is the 
group’s spiritual director.

Formerly known as the Blue Army of Our 

Lady of Fatima, the group seeks to promote 
the message of Our Lady of Fatima, who 
appeared to three Portuguese children in 
1917. Deacon Bob Ellis, also a SS. Peter and 
Paul parishioner, serves as the organization’s 
national coordinator.

The June 12 event was planned by the 
Fatima Youth Division.

Our full story appears in the June 17 issue.
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Follow Him On

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The words Mary addresses to the 
servants come to crown the wed-
ding of Cana: “Do whatever he tells 
you” (Jn 2:5). It is curious: these are 
her last words recounted in the Gos-
pels: they are the legacy that she 
hands down to us. Today, too, Our 
Lady says to us all: “Whatever he 
tells you — Jesus tells you — do it.”

At this wedding, the New Cov-
enant is truly articulated and to 
the servants of the Lord, that is to 
all the Church, is entrusted a new 
mission: “Do whatever he tells 
you!” To serve the Lord means to 
listen and to put into practice his 
Word. It is the simple but essential 
recommendation of the Mother of 
Jesus and it is the program of life 
of the Christian. For each one of us, 
to draw from the jar is equivalent 
to entrusting oneself to the Word 
of God in order to experience its ef-
fectiveness in life.

+ Pope Francis, 
June 8, 2016

July 2016
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Melissa Friese of Holy Spirit Parish Kimberly/Darboy is a 
recipient of the Pius XII award, a Catholic Scouting religious 
emblem. She is believed to be the first female Scout from the 
Diocese of Green Bay to receive the honor.

Green Bay youth hold inaugural ‘Fatima Youth assembly’ 
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The Compass: how blessed we are to have 
this beautiful tool of evangelization in the 
Diocese of Green Bay!

As the newspaper’s publisher, I take great 
pride in sharing it with you and congratulate the 
entire staff and freelance correspondents on 
this year’s most recent awards.

Again this year, as has 
been the case three of the last 
seven years, The Compass 
received the first place award 
for General Excellence in the 
category of weekly diocesan 
newspapers with a subscrip-
tion base of less than 25,000. 
Our paper is highly regarded 
by the Catholic Press As-
sociation.

With the advent of new 
media, many have speculated 
that newspapers are a dying 
breed. In both the secular and 

Catholic press, we have seen newspapers close 
over the past decade. Many have just gone 
away, others have reinvented themselves in 
other print formats like magazines, and still oth-
ers have gone to some form of digital delivery. 
Through all of this change, The Compass has 
remained strong and innovative; always looking 
for new and fresh ways to bring the Gospel 
message of Christ to readers.

If it were possible, I would make certain that 
every household in the diocese receives this 
valuable resource of faith. Unfortunately, that is 
simply not possible. I am happy, however, that 
once each year I am able to provide the paper to 
all households. Most recently it was shared to 
all with the May 6 edition, featuring the insert 
on the Merciful Love of the Father. I hope you 
enjoyed that section, and saved it to refer to 
through the months and years ahead.

While I can’t get the paper to everyone each 
week, what I would ask of each of you good and 
faithful readers is to continue to support The 
Compass. Consider passing your weekly copy 
along to others as we all continue our work as 
Disciples on the Way. If you enjoy the paper, 
and you have the means, perhaps you could gift 
a subscription to a friend you feel might also 
enjoy the content. This is a gift I myself like to 
send to friends and colleagues. They are always 
so grateful and have commented that they read 
it from cover to cover.

I also want to invite you all to help us tell the 
special and compelling stories of the people, 
places and activities that make up the fabric of 
our diocese. These stories of faith, hope, mercy 
and love make us true Disciples of Christ in ac-
tion, word and deed. What a tremendous way 
to celebrate all that we are to each other, to our 
parishes and to the communities we live in!

My congratulations again to the Compass!

Email your digital photo to us at compassnews@gbdioc.org
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 things you 
should know 
mary magdalene

Patricia Kasten | The Compass

1 St. Mary Magdalene is honored July 
22 in Western Catholic and Eastern 

Orthodox and Catholic traditions. In June, 
Pope Francis raised her “memorial” to a 
full feast of the church.

2 Mary is “the apostle to the apostles” 
(apostola apostolorum) because she 

was sent by the risen Lord to the apostles 
(Jn 20:17-18).

3 Mary became a disciple after Jesus 
drove seven demons from her (Lk 8:2).

4 In Eastern-rite churches, Mary is “the Holy 
Myrrh-Bearer, Equal of the Apostles” 

and never referred to as a repentant sinner.

5 In the West, Mary became known as 
a reformed prostitute, due to confu-

sion between her and other women in the 
Gospels, and a sixth-century homily by 
Pope Gregory the Great.
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Catholic singer and musician Amanda Vernon performed a concert June 19 at Stella 
Maris Church, Fish Creek site. Vernon sang many songs, complete with audience 
involvement, and shared stories about her Catholic faith. 
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