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PULASKI  — When David 
Parker informed his eldest child, 
Legionary Br. David Parker, Jr., 
that he was pursuing the diacon-
ate again, the son had a question 
for his father: “How many years 
do you have in formation?”

“When he said five years, 
I literally started counting on 
my hands how many years of 
formation I had left,” said then Br. 
Parker in an interview with The 
Compass. “I said, ‘Dad, do you 
realize what this that means? We 
are on the same path right now to 
be ordained.’”

Their paths came together on 
Saturday, May 7, at Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church. David and Br. David 
were ordained deacons by Bish-
op David Ricken. In addition to 
Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary Parish, Deacon Parker 
will serve at St. Stanislaus Par-
ish, Hofa Park, and St. Casimir 
Parish, Krakow. Deacon Parker, 
Jr., who studies at Pontifical 
Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum 

in Rome, is a transitional deacon 
who will be ordained a priest on 
Dec. 10 in Rome.

“This is a historic moment 
in our diocese,” said Bishop 
Ricken. “I don’t think that it’s 
ever happened where a father 
and son have been ordained 

deacons on the same day at the 
same Mass.” The Parkers’ voca-
tion journey dates back to 1981 
when Deacon David entered the 
Norbertine Order. 

Our full story appears in the 
May 13 issue.

IN
 T

HE

Father, son ordained to diaconate 
Bishop Ricken calls ordination of David parker 

and son David, Jr., a first for diocese 
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By Patricia Kasten | the comPass

APPLETON — As we approach the summer 
holiday season, there is an annual decline 
in blood donations. Yet, according to the 
Community Blood Center in Appleton, there 
is an ongoing need for blood and, every two 
seconds, someone needs a transfusion.

With that in mind, three parishes in Appleton 
recently competed in a tri-parish blood drive. St. 

Thomas More, St. Pius X and St. Therese par-
ishes competed in a “Triple Crown Blood Drive.”

“St. Thomas More Parish has hosted a 
number of drives with the Community Blood 
Center,” explained Chris Rosenbaum, St. 
Thomas More’s parish nurse. “And as such, 
we are always thinking of creative ways to 
maintain/increase donor giving. Competition 
serves to energize most efforts.”

Rosenbaum worked with Tina Poppe, St. 

Therese’s parish nurse, and Terry Kuehl, St. 
Pius X’s business administrator, in arrang-
ing the blood drive and donor sign-ups in the 
weeks leading up to it. This included personal 
testimonies at Masses from parish members 
who have been blood donors or who have 
received donations.

The blood drive was held May 3.

Our full story appears in the May 20 issue.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I should like to pause with you 
today on the parable of the rich 
man and the poor Lazarus. The 
gate of the rich man’s house is 
always closed to the poor man, 
who lies outside it, seeking to eat 
the leftovers from the rich man’s 
table. The rich man is dressed 
in fine clothes, while Lazarus is 
covered with sores; the rich man 
feasts sumptuously every day, 
while Lazarus starves. 

This scene recalls the harsh repri-
mand of the Son of Man at the Last 
Judgement: “I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me no drink, I was [...] 
naked and you did not clothe me” 
(Mt 25:42-43). Lazarus is a good 
example of the silent cry of the 
poor throughout the ages and the 
contradictions of a world in which 
immense wealth and resources are 
in the the hands of the few. 

+ Pope Francis, 
May 18, 2016

June 2016
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Bishop David Ricken lays his hands on the head of David 
Parker, Jr., while his father, David, looks on. Both men were 
ordained deacons, but David, Jr., a member of the Legionaries 
of Christ, will be ordained to the priesthood.  

Three parishes in appleton compete in blood drive 
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I think we take for granted the beauty that 
comes with being a member of our church, 
especially as we celebrate the Jubilee Year 

of Mercy. In the last few years, I have been 
especially aware of “the good and holy work 
“of Catholic Charities. My office is in the same 

building as Catholic Charities 
and their staff is part of the 
diocesan Curia so we have 
the opportunity to see each 
other at larger staff events. 
I would like you to know, 
they are amazing men and 
women and the work they 
do is beyond what we could 
imagine. You and I have the 
privilege of supporting their 
work and calling them broth-
ers and sisters in the Body 
of Christ.

As I arrive at work and as I 
leave, there are Catholic Charities clients com-
ing and going during the day and often in the 
evening. Sometimes we encounter each other 
and I am able to chat briefly about the weather 
as we enter the building. I often say a little 
prayer of thanks that our church is providing 
them with a place to take their cares that day. 

My relationship with some members of the 
Catholic Charities staff became more personal 
when I was asked last year to be a once or 

twice a month mentor in a Teen Parent Group 
they were piloting at the diocesan office. Our 
role is to be present at their gatherings, to sup-
port the social workers by providing mini-life 
skill workshops from cooking and parenting 
to organizational and finance tips. When I 
received the invitation, my thoughts were: I 
love teens! I love babies! I love teaching! I love 
doing creative things! I want to support life! 
Sign me up! 

The experience has been more that I could 
have imagined. The beautiful young women 
who attend the group are strong and per-
severe in the midst of challenges. They are 
delightful and knowledgeable about things 
beyond their years and are in love with their 
children. Many are in need of a healthy support 
system and someone to assist them in these 
early years. They are the “Beloved of God” 
spoken of in Scripture and will succeed with a 
little help.

Work with Catholic Charities as a mentor 
once or twice a month has been a wonderful 
opportunity for me that I probably would not 
have had if I wasn’t connected to this Body of 
Christ. When you really look closely, opportu-
nities for you and me abound in our church!

Otto is Stewardship and Special Projects 
director for the diocesan Stewardship and 
Pastoral Services Department.
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 things you 
should know 
The Two hearts
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1 The feast of the Sacred Heart is linked 
to the visions of St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque in 1673-1675. She said Jesus 
appeared and showed her his wounded 
heart. 

2 In 1855, the Vatican approved a Mass 
for the Most Pure Heart of Mary. 

3 The Sacred Heart feast is celebrated 
19 days after Pentecost – this year, on 

June 3. The memorial of the Immaculate 
Heart is June 4 this year.

 4 In the Diocese of Green Bay, one 
parish has St. Margaret Mary as its 

patron: in Neenah.

5 Six diocesan parishes are dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart: in Appleton, 

Aurora, Manawa, Poysippi, Shawano and 
Sherwood/St. John. 
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Youth from Immaculate Conception Parish in Oneida hold up welcome signs for 
Bishop David Ricken, who visited the parish May 22 to dedicate the church’s new 
addition.

The holy work of Catholic Charities
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