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GREEN BAY — “Men for All 
Seasons,” the 2016 Green Bay 
men’s conference, provided 
affi rmation for Bishop David 
Ricken. Approximately 1,500 
men attended, confession lines 
were steady throughout the 
day and the keynote speakers 
received appreciation from the 
audience in the form of standing 
ovations.

“Mercy really seems to be 
the theme that took over with 
the speakers, which is great be-
cause this is the Year of Mercy,” 
said Bishop Ricken. “It’s been 
great fruit. I’m struck by the 
quality of men we have in the 
diocese. This is really meeting 
their needs, which I was hoping 
for. I kind of thought it was right, 
but now I know it is right.”

Packers head coach Mike 
McCarthy delivered the fi nal 
keynote at the event, held March 
5 at the KI Convention Center. 
Even though he regularly speaks 
to men in his profession, McCar-
thy admitted that he was a bit 
nervous. Talking about himself 

professionally is part of his job. 
Talking about himself personally 
presented a different challenge.

“He really worked hard on his 
talk,” said Bishop Ricken. “He’s 
nervous like I’m nervous when I 
throw out the pass (at the annual 
Bishop’s Charities Game).”

McCarthy incorporated humor 
in his talk. He made an early 
note that Jesus (a crucifi x was 
on stage) was looking over his 
shoulder.

Our full story appears in the 
March 11 issue.
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Men’s conference draws 1,500
Packers coach Mike McCarthy delivers fi nal keynote, tells men 

‘we should be remembered for what we do for others’
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ALLOUEZ — Anyone involved in parish 
ministry will benefi t from a new gathering 
sponsored by the Diocese of Green Bay on 
Tuesday, May 10. The inaugural Spring Leader-
ship Gathering will take place beginning with 
8:30 a.m. Mass at the KI Convention Center, 
333 Main St., Green Bay.

According to Mark Mogilka, diocesan 

director of Stewardship and Pastoral Services, 
the Spring Leadership Gathering will replace 
various educational gatherings sponsored by 
different departments. It will bring all of the 
sessions together in one place at one time, 
which should enable more parish ministers to 
attend.

Mogilka and Fr. Dan Felton, vicar general 
and moderator of the diocesan curia, decided 
to move to a unifi ed approach to parish work-

shops that would allow parish teams to travel 
to Green Bay together.

“All major departments are doing workshops 
to help serve parish leaders,” said Mogilka. 
“It’s open to anyone interested in learning 
more about some of the ministries available 
and to explore some of the things happening. 
It’s a way to get started or get involved.”

Our full story appears in the March 18 issue.
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Follow Him On

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In speaking about divine mercy, 

we have often evoked the fi gure 
of the father of a family, who loves 
his children, helps them, cares for 
them, forgives them. As father, he 
teaches them and corrects them 
when they make mistakes, helping 
them to develop and grow in good-
ness. This is how God is presented 
in the fi rst chapter of the Book of 
Prophet Isaiah, in which the Lord, 
a loving but also a careful and 
strict father, turns to Israel, accus-
ing them of disloyalty and corrup-
tion, in order to lead them back to 
the path of justice. ... A parent’s 
mission to educate aims to raise 
children in freedom, teaching them 
how to be responsible, able to do 
good things for themselves and 
for others. But, because of sin, 
freedom becomes the pretext of 
autonomy, the pretext of pride, 
and pride leads to opposition and 
the illusion of self-suffi ciency.

+ Pope Francis, 
March 2, 2016

April 2016

Diocesan Spring Leadership Gathering for parish ministers is May 10
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Green Bay Packers head coach Mike McCarthy delivers 
his keynote address at the Green Bay Men’s Conference 
March 5. “I wouldn’t be here without my family. I wouldn’t 
be here without my faith,” he told the crowd. 
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S ince the dedication of this Jubilee Year 
of Mercy by the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, many graces have fl owed into 

the Diocese of Green Bay. During this time, 
we also fi nd ourselves in the 
second year of our “Disciples 
on the Way” journey with an 
increased hunger to learn to 
pray and grow our personal 
relationships with Jesus. 
Delightfully, this yearning 
is steadily becoming more 
manifestly poignant.

Additionally, I am happy 
to share that in the last few 
weeks, the diocese held 
two important events which 
highlighted this overfl ow-
ing mercy. The Women’s 

Conference, “Women Celebrate,” under the 
direction of Jesse Hietpas, emphasized the 
mercy of Jesus and supported several hun-
dred women to approach the mercy of Christ 
in the sacrament of reconciliation. Jesse, 
along with the wonderful work of her team 
from St. John Nepomucene Parish in Little 
Chute, created a space for people to walk into 
the overfl owing mercy of Jesus through the 
sacraments.

Also, as a reply to one of my requests, the 
Green Bay Men’s Conference coordinated a 
beautiful team effort with the Esto Vir Men’s 
Movement, St. Norbert Abbey and Spirituality 
Center and various diocesan staff to facilitate 
an event for the men in our diocese. The event 

offered focus to becoming stronger spiritual 
leaders of their households by recognizing the 
need and importance to lead their families, 
along with their wives, in prayerful disciple-
ship. This wonderful coordination of efforts 
led to a great experience for 1,500 men of our 
diocese and elsewhere.

Also, in the last several months I have been 
able to spend time with our seminarians at 
St. Francis de Sales Seminary in Milwaukee 
and most recently completed my biannual 
visit to our seminarians in Rome. All of our 
seminarians seem to be doing very well. I 
ask you to join with me in ongoing prayer for 
them as they continue their priestly studies.

During my time in Rome, I was also able 
to visit several Vatican offi ces, including 
the Congregation for the Clergy, where I 
served for four years in the late 1990s. A real 
highlight for me was to be able to see the 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, and to thank him 
personally for the Jubilee Year of Mercy and 
his clarion call to missionary discipleship.

As I shared with him some of the good 
things happening in the Diocese of Green 
Bay, and describing the interior conversions 
people are describing to me, the pope nudged 
me with a little bit of humor. He asked me the 
question, “Is their bishop also converted?” 
That question struck my funny bone; I 
laughed heartily and so did he. Of course, 
that question sticks with me and I accept 
it as a new challenge to be sure to practice 
what I preach, which brings another moment 
of Divine Mercy.

Email your digital photo to us at compassnews@gbdioc.org

Parish SNAPSHOT

THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

The Annunciation of the Lord
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1 This feast has been called by various 
names including the “Annunciation of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary” and “Lady Day” 
in honor of Mary.

2 The traditional date is March 25, nine 
months before Christmas Day.

3 When March 25 falls during Holy 
Week — this year it was Good Friday 

— the feast is moved to the Monday after 
the Octave of Easter. That is April 4 this 
year.

4 Gabriel is the Angel of the Annun-
ciation, which makes this angel the 

patron of messengers, postal workers and 
telecommunications, among other things.

5 The feast of the Annunciation is 
celebrated by Lutherans, Anglicans, 

Episcopalians and the Greek Orthodox, as 
well as by Catholics.
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Bishop David Ricken visited with diocesan seminarians who are studying in Rome. 
The visit took place in early March at the Pontifi cal North American College, located 
near St. Peter’s Basilica. From left to right are: Matthew Faucett, Deacon Scott Valen-
tyn, Bishop Ricken, Mark Mleziva and Gregory Parent.

Mercy is overfl owing
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