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Parents enlist youth for ministries
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Through Discípulos de Cristo program, 
St. Willebrord families put faith into action

BY SAM LUCERO | FOR THE COMPASS

GREEN BAY — Juanita Fiscal and her husband, 
Julio Zúñiga, enrolled in the Discípulos de Cristo 
lay formation program, sponsored by the Diocese 
of Green Bay, three years ago. As members of 
St. Willebrord Parish, they wanted to learn more 
about their faith.

“We were lacking so much knowledge about our 
Catholic faith, especially about the Mass,” Fiscal 
said in an interview with The Compass. “We are 
here almost every Sunday, and not knowing exactly 
what was happening or the meaning of certain 
things — that was embarrassing.”

Juanita said the program not 
only taught them all about the 
Mass, it inspired them to start 
a youth program with other 
parents at St. Willebrord, 
“Amigos de Jesus” (Friends of 
Jesus), to help children learn 
about the Mass and participate 
in liturgical roles.

As part of the Discípulos de 
Cristo program, participants 
are asked to return to their 
parishes and find a way to put 
their faith into practice. “We 
noticed that we needed some 
type of program that would 

bring those kids who made their first Communion” 
back to church by getting them involved in Sunday 
liturgies, said Fiscal.

“Another person said, ‘What if we also teach 
those kids the sequence of the Mass, like every-
thing that happens during the Mass?’” she noted. 
While this is covered in religious education classes, 
they wanted to go more in-depth, Fiscal said. 

Norbertine Fr. Andrew Cribben, pastor of St. 
Willebrord Parish, said he is delighted to have 
the parents take an active role in preparing their 
children for Mass and getting them involved in the 
liturgy.

“Juanita and her collaborators from Discípulos de 
Cristo … wanted to use their growing knowledge 
of the sacraments, theology and their spirituality 

for the good of others,” he said. 
“They had heard my desire, as 
pastor, that the children might 
be more attentive and participa-

tive at the Eucharist. The group 
prepares the children first 
to know and appreciate the 
Eucharist, and then to know 
and fulfill the ministries 
of reader, usher, greeter, 
singer and member of the 
assembly.”

Our full story appears in the 
May 1 issue.

BY JAYE ALDERSON | FOR THE COMPASS

OSHKOSH — Horrific stories about human 
trafficking and children forced into prostitu-
tion often bring to mind desperate situations 
in countries such as Cambodia or India. 
And while help in foreign regions is urgently 
needed, perhaps even more disturbing is that 
situations just as horrifying are happening 
every day in the United States and northeast-
ern Wisconsin.

That was the message of Lisa Sennholz, 

founder and director of the support organization 
Damascus Road, and Elizabeth, a former victim, 
who spoke May 17 at St. Raphael the Archangel 
Church. The event was sponsored in collabora-
tion with all of the Oshkosh parishes.

It is estimated that 30 million people are 
being held and abused against their will around 
the world today, Sennholz said. Two hundred 
of those victims are thought to be right here in 
Wisconsin.

“The United States is the second-largest 
receiving country (of abducted women and 

girls for the sex trade) in the world and we are 
second only because the countries in Europe 
are counted as one whole,” Sennholz said.

“There are more strip clubs in Wisconsin 
than in the state of Nevada,” where broth-
els are legal in some areas, she said. “Even 
though you don’t see human trafficking with 
your own eyes, it’s happening right here in 
Oshkosh through online exploitation, hotels 
and motels, strip clubs and families,” she said.

Our full story appears in the May 22 issue.
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Follow Him On

I hope that the Lord bestows on 
Christian families the faith, free-
dom and courage necessary for 
their mission. If family education 
rediscovers the pride of its leader-
ship, many things will change for 
the better, for uncertain parents 
and for disappointed children. 

It is time for fathers and mothers 
to return from their exile — for 
they have exiled themselves from 
their children’s upbringing — and 
to fully resume their educational 
role. We hope that the Lord gives 
this grace to parents: to not exile 
themselves from the education of 
their children. And this can only 
be done with love, tenderness 
and patience.

+ Pope Francis, 
May 20, 2015

June 2015
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Human trafficking a local problem: Oshkosh parishes host presentation



AN INVITATION TO EVANGELIZATION
In the late 1600s, French 

missionaries brought the 
Catholic faith to this part of 
the world. Since then, the 
faith has grown and taken 
root in a beautiful way. 
In 2018, we will mark the 
150th anniversary of the 
Diocese of Green Bay. In 
looking forward to marking 
that special anniversary, we 
are grateful for the call of 
Pope Francis to recommit 

to our efforts at evangelization.
With this in mind, we entrust our work 

to Our Lady of Good Help who herself had a 
message: “Teach them their catechism, how 
to sign themselves with the sign of the cross, 
and how to approach the sacraments; that is 
what I wish you to do. Go and fear nothing. I 
will help you.”

We ask Our Lady of Good Help to be the pa-
troness of our efforts in the new evangelization 
in the Diocese of Green Bay. “Through her many 
titles, often linked to her shrines, Mary shares 
the history of each people which has received 

the Gospel and she becomes a part of their 
historic identity.” (Evangelii Gaudium #2868)

I invite you today to enter in fully now with 
the diocese and with the parishes over the 
next six years; to truly become holy, engaged 
in Christ and in the church and alive in the mis-
sion of evangelization. May our journey, out-
lined in this mission map, help us on our way. 
May it renew our relationship to Christ in our 
prayer, may it help to form us into disciples, 
and may it deepen our sense of mission that 
we know is so vital for the faith to continue to 
grow and flourish. As we have been praying, 
so we continue to pray: “Lord, make us holy, 
fully engaged and fully alive.”

Next month: The Catholic household as a 
home of prayer and love.

Email your high resolution digital photo 
to us at compassnews@gbdioc.org.

Parish SNAPSHOT
Bishop David Ricken poses for a “selfie” 
with Ingrid Hirte and Claire Krummel 
following confirmation at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Church in Green Bay April 15. 
(Submitted photo)

STEVE WIDEMAN | FOR THE COMPASS

HORTONVILLE — Images of Haitian children 
wearing crushed plastic water bottles tied to 
their feet with string in lieu of shoes shocked 
17-year-old Alysha Werner.

“It definitely shocked me. It seems so in-
humane,” said Werner, a junior at Hortonville 
High School and one of scores of youth from 
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish collecting thou-
sands of pairs of shoes for residents of Haiti, 
Africa and the Philippines.

The shoe collection effort is part of the 

faith formation global outreach program at 
Ss. Peter and Paul. Students driving the shoe 
collection are members of the parish, but 
attend Hortonville public schools.

As of May 17, students collected more than 
3,200 pairs of shoes, surpassing their goal of 
2,500 pairs. The collection continues through 
the end of the month.

“I generally don’t have a lot of shoes, but 
I donated two pair that are getting too small 
for me,” Werner said. The shoe collection ef-
fort has drawn interest not only from parish, 
but from the Hortonville community.

TO SEE MORE STORIES LIKE THESE, SUBSCRIBE TO THE COMPASS.

 THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

About the feast of Corpus Christi

1 The Feast of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ is perhaps better known 

as Corpus Christi, Latin for “The Body of 
Christ.” This year the feast is June 4.

2 Corpus Christi traditionally falls 
60 days after Easter. In Rome, it is 

always celebrated on Thursday.

3 The feast dates the efforts of a Nor-
bertine nun in Belgium, St. Juliana of 

Liege. Through a series of visions and private 
revelations in prayer, the Lord inspired St. 
Juliana to promote a feast to celebrate the 
Blessed Sacrament. She faced much opposi-
tion in her homeland and died in 1252. 

4 The first Corpus Christi feast was 
celebrated in 1261. In 1264, Pope 

Urban IV ordered it to be celebrated by the 
universal church.

5 Several traditions surround the feast, 
including eucharistic processions to 

temporary street shrines around a town, 
floral street carpets (tapetes) and flower 
wreaths.

Bishop David
Ricken

Disciples 
on the Way

Hortonville parish youth collect more than 3,200 pairs of shoes
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