
Highlighted 
Scripture Readings:

April 3, 2016
Divine Mercy Sunday
Second Sunday of Easter
- Acts 5: 12-16
- Ps 118: 2-4, 13-15, 22-24
- Rev 1: 9-11A ,12-13, 17-19
- Jn 20: 19-31

April 10, 2016
Third Sunday of Easter 
- Act 5: 27-32, 40B-41
- Ps 30: 2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13
- Rev 5: 11-14
- Jn 21: 1-19

April 17, 2016
Fourth Sunday of Easter
- Acts 13: 14, 43-52
- Ps 100: 1-2, 3, 5
- Rev 7: 9, 14B-17
- Jn 10: 27-30

April 24, 2016
Fifth Sunday of Easter
- Acts 14: 21-27
- Ps 145: 8-9, 10-11, 12-13
- Rev 21: 1-5A
- Jn 13: 31-33A, 34-35

“This is the Lord’s most 
powerful message: mercy.” 
- Pope Francis

The Jubilee Year of Mercy

Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary 
jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy for the entire 
Church in the Papal Bull (document) called 
Misericordiae vultus (MV). This year of Mercy 
will begin on December 8, 2015 and end on 
November 20, 2016. 

During this year, we are asked to pray with, 
reflect upon and live out the virtue of mercy as 
disciples of Christ. One of the ways that you can 
do this is by learning more about the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy and living them out 
in your life. 

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are acts by which 
we help our neighbors with their material and 
physical needs:

- feed the hungry
- give drink to the thirsty
- clothe the naked
- welcome the stranger
- heal the sick
- visit the imprisoned
- bury the dead

Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, by which we help our neighbors 
with their emotional and spiritual needs:

- counsel the doubtful
- instruct the ignorant
- admonish sinners
- comfort the afflicted
- forgive offenses
- bear wrongs patiently
- pray for the living and the dead
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Counsel the Doubtful
“With your counsel you guide me, and at the end receive me with honor.”  - Psalm 73: 24

Pray the Year of Mercy:

May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly 
where you are meant to be.
May you not forget the infinite 
possibilities that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have 
received, and pass on the love that has 
been given to you.
May you be content knowing you are a 
child of God.
Let this presence settle into your bones, 
and allow your soul the freedom to sing, 
dance, praise, and love.
It is there for each and every one of us.
(Saint Therese of Liseux, Story of a Soul)

Reflect on the Year of Mercy:
Each one of us has gone through 
times of doubt and despair in our 
own lives. We might have been faced 
with difficult decisions and found it 
difficult to choose which way to go. 

The word “doubt” comes from 
the Latin word dubius meaning 
“uncertain.” However, even more 
deeply, the word has roots in the 
Latin word duo (two). The Latin word 
dubium is a choice between two 
things.

During the Year of Mercy reflect upon 
the following questions: 

When faced with a difficult decision 
in your life what steps do you 
undertake to make a decision? 

To whom do you seek advice and 
support from? 

How does prayer impact your 
decision?

The next work of mercy that we will learn 
about is the spiritual work of mercy to 
counsel the doubtful.

“The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the fundamental 
event upon which Christianity rests,” declared 
Saint Pope John Paul II. This month, we hear many 
stories of the apostles spreading the good news 
that Jesus rose from the dead.  

However, no one can blame individuals like 
Thomas for being doubtful about the Risen Christ.  
It seems ludicrous! But we must remember the 
words of Christ “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 

While the life of a disciple is never easy because 
many times we need to have some sort of proof, 
like Thomas, remember that Christ said, “Blessed 
are those who have not seen and believed.”

Live the Year of Mercy:
The English word “counsel” comes from the Latin 
consilium (con (with) + silium(a decision)). So 
to counsel means to assist someone in the act of 
deciding, not just to give vague or generic advice. 

Among the gifts of the Holy Spirit is counsel, and 
many times, counsel can come in the form of a 
friend, colleague or family member.  Other times, 
it can come from a trained professional like the 
counselors at Catholic Charities.   

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Green Bay 
can be reached by calling (920) 272 8234. Catholic 
Charities serves all individuals, regardless of their 
background or faith. Founded in 1918, Catholic 
Charities provides social services to residents 
in the 16 counties of northeastern Wisconsin that 
make up the Diocese of Green Bay.


